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Realities are better. 


' What if today were Someday? 

The day you got to buy your dream house. 

_ The day you got to take your company global. 
Or the day you got to start your own business. 
Well, today is Someday. 

* Because no matter what your dream is, or how 
seemingly impossible, we have the resources to 
help get it done: financial advice, capital, loans, 


credit cards, innovative ideas and services. 


Together, these resources add up to one Citi, 
with one goal — turning your dreams into realities. 


Today is Someday. Citi. Let's get it done. 


citi.com/letsgetitdone 
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Raising the Bar 

In honor of The Simpsons. 40 Oth 
episode, the show's artists re-create Moe's 
Tavern exclusively for EW and pack 

it with A dpi BY DAN SNIERSON» 
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‘Grind’ & Bumps 
By focusing on Grind- 
house’s opening week- 
end, “The Blues Broth- 
ers” (News & Notes) 
tooka narrow approach 
and failed to depict a 
complete picture of 
the Weinstein Co.’s 
success. For example, 
a $24 million opening 
weekend for TMNT, 
which we made with 
Warner Bros. for only 
$27 million and is 
expected to gross over 
$100 million world- 
wide, is not a “misfire.” 
In addition, shortly 
after your story ran, it 
was announced that 
three of our upcoming 
films will premiere 
in the official selection 
of the Cannes film fes- 
tival—hardly the sign 
of a “grab bag” slate. 
While we will never 
turn down the opportu- 
nity to create a daring 
project like Grindhouse, 
with established and 
creative filmmakers 
like Quentin Tarantino 
and Robert Rodriguez, 
we kept aresponsible 
eye on the budget, 
covered all our costs 
on the film by pre- 
selling the foreign rights, 
and always planned 
to release the films sep- 
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“| really 
enjoyed your 
‘American Idol’ 
article. If loving 


itis wrong, 
| don’t want to 
be right.” 
ficki Walker } 
Coldspring, Tex. 


arately on DVD and TV. 

It was also discon- 
certing that you relied 
on anonymous sources 
instead of an on-the- 
record statement that 
was provided to you by 
producer Richard 
Gladstein to explain 
the distribution strat- 
egy behind The Nanny 
Diaries. Had Gladstein’s 
quote been included, it 
would have been clear 
that “we all felt Sep- 
tember gave us the 
best opportunity...[to] 
reach the broadest 
audience” and had 
nothing to do with the 
unsubstantiated ru- 
mors your anonymous 
source pointed to. 
Harvey Weinstein 
Co-chairman 


The Weinstein Co. 
New York City 


Geek Speak 

I take offense at your 
list of the Five Worst 
Songs to Listen to 
While Getting It 

On (The Glutton). I’ve 
actually done well 
with the ladies with 
“Weird Al” Yankovic. 
Actually, with just one 
lady—but she ended 
up marrying me. 

Alex Bernstein 

Mission Viejo, Calif. 


I laughed heartily at 
Dalton Ross’ piece 
about sci-fi geekdom. 
It’s always nice to know 
that there are other 
people dressing up like 
Gamorrean guards on 
Halloween. But Iam 
resolved to go to the 
gym this year, so should 
T encounter any non- 
sense I'll at least be 
able to walk quickly for 
abit before being pum- 
meled by the cool kids. 


Ben Falk 
Los Angeles 


Island Fantasy 
“Lost in Transition” 
(News & Notes) 
provided some much- 
needed insight into 
what is going on with 
the show. Iam relieved 
that Nikki and Paulo 
won't be scratching 
their way out of the sand 
anytime soon, but the 
producers still missed 
the mark by devoting an 
episode to offing them. 
Why not let the pair 
disappear as abruptly 
as they appeared? I 
would have been hap- 
pier if we just never 
heard from them again. 


Abby Matsumoto 
Superior, Colo. 


WRITE TOUS! 


We want to know what 
you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or 
mail to 1675 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019. 
Include your name, 
address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


Customer Service and Subscriptions 
For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice). or call 
1-800-828-6882. You can also write 
to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at P.O. 
Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 


EW.com 
Five Fun Things Online 


AM one dik : 


In an excerpt from The Sopranos: 
The Book, David Chase, Steve 

Buscemi, Michael Imperioli, Tony 
Sirico, and others recount season 
3’s classic “Pine Barrens” episode. 


2. ‘Pirates’ Treasure 
Check out all of EW’s extensive 
coverage of the Pirates trilogy: photo 
galleries, Q&A's, profiles, behind- 
the-scenes reports, and more. 


3. ‘American Idol’ 
We're in the homestretch, 
sq so log on for this week's 

F power rankings, recaps, 
interviews, video, and more. 


4. A Sci-Fi Extravaganza! 
Agree with EW’s list of the 25 greatest sci-fi 
movies and TV of the past 25 years? Let us 
know if we get a thumbs-up—or if we're full of 
it. Our “Sci-Fi Central” is a veritable geekfest. 
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Lets get real. 
Smoking is more Than @ habits 
iP's a nicotine addiction. 


Thats why its so hard For me to quit. 
You can’t seem to stop smoking. We understand. 

For most people, smoking is a nicotine addiction. 
But the good news is, medical advances have been 
made in understanding it. Find out how medicine 
and behavioral support both may help you quit 
smoking. Now may be your time to quit for good. 


Find out about a plan to quit smoking 
and a prescription treatment option. 
Go to www.mytimetoquit.com or 
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SPINNING 
THE WEB 


Spidey conquered the box office by courting (and 
thwarting) spoiler-rich fansites. Now his big-screen 
brethren hope to follow suit. BY JOSHUA RICH 


iggest opening weekend of all time! 
Biggest single-day gross ever! Box office 
records shattered in 29 nations! The No.1 
movie in 107 countries! When Spider- 
Man 3 premiered last week, records tumbled all 
over the world. And the champagne corks went 
flying through the Sony offices after the week- 
end’s final results—$151.1 million in the U.S. and 
Canada alone—rolled in. Spidey didn’t merely 
break Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest’s total for the best three-day gross ever, it 
obliterated it by more than $15 million, setting a 
new benchmark. Ditto its first Friday ($59.8 mil- 
lion)...Saturday ($51.3 million)...and Sunday 
($39.9 million) earnings. If there were a record 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 7 


Geek Police 


Sure, ‘Spider-Man 3’ 
dealt with its share 

of scrutiny. But it didn’t 
inspire as much ranting 
as these films did: 


+|988 


MICHAEL KEATON 
CAST AS BATMAN 


+|998 


EPISODE 1 DUBBED ‘THE 
PHANTOM MENACE’ 


+2000 


SPIDER-MAN’S NEW 
WEB SHOOTER 


+200/ 


THE WISPY VILLAIN IN 
‘FANTASTIC FOUR 2’ 
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Spider-Man 3's 
Tobey Maguire with 
the suit that solda 
bazillion tickets 


for the number of records broken in one weekend, 
Spider-Man 3 would have likely broken that, too. 
But Spidey’s monumental bank deposit is just 
one of the reasons Sony has for celebration. The 
opening also proves the studio can successfully 
premiere a movie that was scrutinized and dis- 
sected on the Internet throughout its entire pro- 
duction, probably more so than any other film in 
history. Such is the new reality for filmmakers 
behind high-profile comic-book adaptations and 
blockbuster sequels, who increasingly 


movie fresh,” says Spider-Man 3 producer Laura 
Ziskin, but many fansites have ensured that wait- 
ing is no longer the only option. “Everybody can 
choose what they want to read and what they 
don’t,” says Harry Knowles, founder of the spoiler- 
rich website Ain’t It Cool News, which started 
posting scores of Spider-Man 3 rumors in mid- 
2004. By the time the movie went into production 
in January 2006, unauthorized pictures flooded 
the Web almost daily. Soon everything from what 
the villains looked like to intricate details about 
the plot were available online. Now studios have 
become complicit in a tricky game of give-and- 
take by shooting on public streets or releasing 
certain details while holding others back. “It’s 
like we unwrap the candy bar but then say, 

‘You can’t eat it,” says star Kirsten Dunst. “We’re 
just dangling it in front of your face.” 

Still, no one is getting overconfident. For every 
Spidey, there are 10 movies like Catwoman, which 
found bad early Internet buzz impossible to over- 
come. While commentary—both positive and 
negative—is already circulating about Paramount's 
Transformers (out July 4) and Indiana Jones 4 
(which hasn’t even started shooting yet), the stu- 
dio’s worldwide marketing president, Gerry Rich, 
says “the good news is you have a movie that’s 
worthy of a lot of conversations. And the people 
who are talking are going to be in line opening day.” 
For upcoming franchise films like 


depend on the Net as a vital marketing To promote Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer 
Bee ee ee er nec'9, anon lon or aan 
rabi , analyze, a 5 ec. 7), 2 

leak early peeks at upcoming projects Com ass, the Batman entry The Dark Knight, 

eae ee sy loss = paige to New ine’s seek Sra alee “We poses 
eal with that,” says Spider-Man 5 information will get out,” says Aaron 

director Sam Raimi. “But it’s the world marketing Sugarman, senior VP of interactive 

we live in. I just have to adapt.” team invited marketing at New Line, which is pro- 
As do the studios, which are now H ducing Compass. To promote the fan- 

fansite : 


starting to play ball with spoiler-hun- 
gry fans—through official channels, 
anyway. “It’s a tightrope act,” says 
Sony’s domestic-marketing president, 
Valerie Van Galder, who oversaw a campaign 
that included premiering a seven-and-a-half- 
minute section of Spider-Man 3 on NBC.com 
and a 60-second preview that aired during 
Heroes. “How do you deal with the voracious 
appetite for content [when] there’s only so 
much exclusive footage you can give before 
you've shown the entire movie in pieces?” Some 
would prefer that impatient consumers see as 
little on the Web beforehand as possible. Raimi, 
for one, bristles when that seven-and-a-half- 
minute clip is mentioned. Spider-Man 3, he says, 
“was designed to be a big-screen event, with 
sound moving around the theater and big visuals. 
It wasn’t meant for TV, let alone the Internet.” 
Good luck trying to change that. Obviously, film- 
makers would “like people to come to the finished 


staffersto 
theset. 


tasy thriller, Sugarman’s team invited 
fansite staffers to the set. And rather 
than fight a blogger who was posting 
Hairspray spoilers, the studio gave 
him a job writing for the film’s official website. 
Manipulative? Perhaps. But Sugarman argues 
that it’s exactly the kind of thing that a studio 
should be offering in the age of the Internet 
spoiler: “It’s important to start that relationship- 
building [with fans]. You can involve them and 
be honest with them.” In the end, the burgeoning 
practice of befriending the enemy may just be 
the best deterrent to unapproved leaks and bad 
buzz. Because the last thing filmmakers and 
studios want to see is the entirety of their next 
blockbuster coming soon, in fuzzy bits and pieces, 
to acomputer near you. ™ (Additional reporting 
by Steve Daly and Adam Markovitz) 


Will Spider-Man 3 break more box office 
records in its second weekend? Read Joshua Rich's 
weekly box office previews and recaps at EW.com. 
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Deleted 89.7” of her pictures. 
Then the Nikon’ D40" came to town. 


People start taking amazing digital pictures when you hand them the Nikon D40. 


To prove it, we gave 200 of them to the people of Georgetown, SC. Check out the pictures 


and see how a whole town was transformed at stunningnikon.com/picturetown. 


The compact Nikon D40. With helpful features and an auto-focus Nikkor® lens for just $599.95 
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An island Getaway 


Andrews, Jost'Holloway, | 


and Evangeline Lilly; 
¢ (below) Dominic Monaghan|_ i 


ABC and the producers of ‘Lost’ push the button and 
agree to end the cryptic drama in 2010. BY JEFF JENSEN 


To hear more 
from the ‘Lost’ 
producers about the 
mysterious Jacob 
and the upcoming 
finale (only an 
extremely deranged 
individual would 
think of doing 
what we’re doing”), 
go to ew.com/lost. 
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n Lost, the countdown has begun toa 
O season-ending brawl between the cast- 
aways and the Others. Behind the 

scenes, a different countdown has begun too— 
but this clock won’t reach zero until 2010. On 
May 7, ABC and executive producers Damon 
Lindelof and Carlton Cuse announced an end 
date to the serialized saga. Lost will run for 
three more seasons, each with 16 episodes (in- 
stead of the usual 22). The decision comes after 
months of complicated negotiations: The net- 
work wanted enough episodes to produce three 
more seasons of the show for both ABC and 
overseas markets, and the producers were wor- 
ried about spreading their remaining mythology 
too thin. Says Lindelof, “To keep Lost creative 
and energized, we needed an end point.” 

There’s also the hope that the assurance of an 
ending will satisfy fans alienated by the show’s 
sometimes frustrating ambiguity. “I think there 
was some uneasiness that Lost wasn’t going to 
end well,” says Cuse. The producers say the 
fourth season—which is expected to launch in 
February 2008 and may air in an earlier time 
slot—promises major changes, with the upcom- 
ing May 28 season finale setting the stage. Look 
for death, renewed rescue hope, and a develop- 
ment that might alter the show’s flashback-heavy 
structure. Teases Lindelof: “It will make you 
realize that the house [that is Los¢] actually has a 
lot more rooms than you thought.” And by 2010, 
you'll finally get to see the entire blueprint. 


Jada Pinkett Smith says Katie Holmes is 
not “tied up in the basement” where Tom 
“throws steaks to her at night” Changes 
my whole misconception of their marriage. 


Usher says his mom is no longer his man- 
ager Here’s hoping the new manager 
cuts the crusts off, the way Usher likes it. 


Kid Rock reportedly gives parenting 
advice to K-Fed “Don’t feed them after 
midnight... hold up—that’s Gremlins.” 


And I want 
respect as a writer. 
Combined, our 
chances are roughly 
those of the Queen, on | 

foot, winning the Derby. 


Video of drunk Hasselhoff makes 
rounds The saddest part: He hits ona 
Trans Am that won’t even talk to him. 


New dating-show pilot has 10 city girls 
competing for farmer The working title: 
“Getting the Milk for Free.” 


Paris gets 45 days in jail They threw the 
book at her, and she was like, “What is 
this papery object you just threw at me?” 


Justin then 
quickly cheek- 
kissed Billy 
Bush, just to 
show it meant nothing. 


Helen Mirren passes up dinner with the 
Queen to film ‘National Treasure’ sequel 
You’ve never had Nicolas Cage’s 7-layer dip. 


1 New book details plot to steal 
Lincoln's body Arrested at the scene: 
Doris Kearns Goodwin, in full Goth drag. 


For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous 
Hollywood miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 
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SOBE, the SOBE LIZARDS and SOBE ESSENTIAL ENERGY are trademarks of South Beach Beverage Company, Inc 


ENERGY FOR GOOD 


A User’s Guide 


2. See person with cowlick. 


3. Help slick it down. 


WHEN YOU DRINK GOOD, YOU DO GOOD. 
Naturally energizing, with the goodness of real nee: nan ag herbs. 
www.scobecssentialcenergy.com 
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Snap Judgment 


ilton (right) with 
John Stamos 


No stranger to the anger of celebs, blogger Perez Hilton now finds 
himself caught in the paparazzi's crosshairs. BY VANESSA JUAREZ 


erez Hilton—the celeb blogger whose 
a site attracts about 2 million page views 

daily—is known for skewering stars 
like Britney Spears and Beyoncé by scrib- 
bling naughty doodles on paparazzi photos 
and writing snarky commentary. Now it’s not 
just the A-listers who are angry. On April 23, 
five photo agencies banded together and 
slapped the 29-year-old Hilton (né Mario 
Lavandeira) with a $7 million copyright- 
infringement lawsuit for allegedly posting at 
least 400 pictures without permission. This 
is the third time in seven months that Hilton 
has found himself with legal troubles: Photo 
agency X17 sued him last November and is 
now demanding $13 million; then in February 
Universal Pictures sued him for an undisclosed 
sum, citing an unauthorized topless image 
that he posted of Jennifer Aniston from 
The Break-Up. (All of the suits are ongoing.) 

Many bloggers work in tandem with 

photo agencies by buying shots at a discount- 
ed rate in exchange for including a link to the 


Yuba 
Socialites 


Flower boxes 
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FIVE MINUTES AGO 


Royalty 
Orchids 


company’s site. But Bryan Freedman, Hilton’s 
attorney, insists that since PerezHilton.com 
contains satirical content, the real issue is the 
First Amendment. “This is about a bigger 
ideology—and that’s why he hasn’t given in to 
these lawsuits.... If you stop people from 
using pictures for the purpose of satire and 
commentary, you're chilling free speech.” 

For now, Hilton continues to publish his 
blog from his makeshift office—a Coffee Bean 
& Tea Leaf in L.A.—though Freedman con- 
firms another law firm has been added to the 
blogger’s team. Meanwhile, other celeb 
webmasters are anxiously watching how the 
legal battle plays out. Trent Vanegas, who 
runs the pop culture site Pink Is the New 
Blog, says the Hilton case “will be the prece- 
dent [for] what bloggers are allowed to do.” 
Vanegas says he follows the proper protocol 
for posting photos because he does not want 
to “make enemies,” and adds, “When you 
hear about the money that’s involved—you 
know, $7 million—that would scare me to death.” 


Models 


Cacti 


DEAL 
REPORT 


+ When 

isn’t being fabulous as 
Ugly Betty’s Justin, he’s 
in the studio working on 
his pop CD. Since 

the actor has a musical- 


INDELICATO 


theater background, will 
the album feature any 
Justin-approved show 
tunes? “Unfortunately,” 
he explains, “those will 
not sell to today’s kids.” 


+ Thirteen’s 

is attached to star 
in the tentatively titled 
comedy It Is What It Is, 
from director Jesse 
Peretz (The Ex). The 
film concerns “four 
friends [in a] mid-20s 
crisis,” says Peretz. It’s 
“a Reality Bites for the 
MySpace generation.” 


+ Director 
won’t be back, but 

will don Gordon 
Gekko’s suit again for 
Money Never Sleeps, a 
follow-up to 1987’s Wall 
Street. Says producer 


Edward Pressman, “It’s 20 
years later, Gekko is out 
of jail, and the world has 
changed.” Which means 
that colossal cell phone he 
wielded in Street should 
be alot smaller. —Vanessa 
Juarez, with additional 
reporting by Carrie Bell 
and Adam Markovitz 
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THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
i“ pleased to- announce the 
2007 RACHEL CARSON AWARD HONOREES 


FRANCES BEINECKE 
President, Natural Resources Defense Council 


MAJORA CARTER 
Founder and Executive Director 
Sustainable South Bronx 


LAURIE DAVID 
Global Warming Activist and Producer 
DEIRDRE IMus 
Founder and President, The Deirdre Imus 
Environmental Center for Pediatric Oncology 


The Awards will be presented at the 
FOURTH ANNUAL 
WOMEN IN CONSERVATION 
LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, May 22, 2007 
New York City 


For further information 
please call 212 874 5457 
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WOMEN IN CONSERVATION 
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Special thanks to our sponsors: i: Bcobs Brithers SAGs 


NEWS +NOTES 


‘IDOL’ 
WATCH 


We’ve got finale fever! 
Which contestant (one 
of whom is now history) 
will weep with joy 
on May 23? Our odds: 


MELINDA DOOLITTLE 
Still the one to beat, thanks 
to consistently solid, pitch- 

perfect performances. So 
why aren't we more excited? 


JORDIN SPARKS 
Sure, her take on “Woman 
in Love” was pitchy, but she 
has all the style and 
magnetism Melinda lacks. 


BLAKE LEWIS 
Look, the kid's got charm for 
days. But is there a Beat- 
boxers Anonymous group 
we can sign him up for? 


LaKISHA JONES 


Oh, Kiki, why did you mess 
with “Stayin’ Alive"? You 
turned a disco classic into a 
gospel-brunch fiasco! 
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(From left) Gardener’s Erika 
Christensen, Connolly, 
DiCaprio, and Lukas Haas 

un | 


“Tales From Tribeca | | 


The annual film festival marks its sixth year with big stars=and a 
few growing pains. BY GREGORY KIRSCHLING + MISSY SCHWARTZ 


five, and finally seemed to be hitting its 

stride. The world premiere of United 93 
brought just the right gravitas to the event, 
which was cofounded in 2002 by Robert De 
Niro, Jane Rosenthal, and Craig Hatkoff to help 
revitalize downtown Manhattan after 9/11. And 
several movies—like the Oscar-nominated doc 
Jesus Camp and the broadcast-network satire 
The TV Set—were well received. “The fifth year 
was areal milestone for us,” says Rosenthal. 
But it also set anewly buzzy standard for the 
still-young gathering, which organizers found 
difficult to match this time around. Admits 
Rosenthal, “[Year] 6 was hard.” 

Still, if the latest fest—which ran from April 
25 to May 6 and attracted around 500,000 
movie lovers—was a bit less talked-about, it 
was by no means a bust. Tribeca 2007 had the 
usual mix of splashy premieres—Spider-Man 3 
had its Stateside bow in Peter Parker’s home 
borough of Queens—and indies searching for 
audience love. Sarah Michelle Gellar came to 


ast year the Tribeca Film Festival turned 


support her romantic dramedy Suburban Girl, 
costarring Alec Baldwin, and The Air I Breathe, 
an ensemble drama ala 21 Grams. Entourage’s 
Kevin Connolly was on hand for his feature 
directorial debut, the Leonardo DiCaprio- 
produced vigilante flick Gardener of Eden. And 
after wrapping Ugly Betty’s season finale, Amer- 
ica Ferrera flew in to promote her gritty, bilin- 
gual kidnapping tale Towards Darkness (which 
she also exec-produced). “It wasn’t just aroom 
full of agents and acquisitions people,” she 
said of the festival’s low-key feel, “but residents 
of the city taking part in a [love] of film.” 
That may be Tribeca’s greatest strength—at 
least until it proves to be a vital marketplace. In 
2006, even strong word of mouth failed to trans- 
late into a Sundance-style buying frenzy, and 
2007 is unlikely to change that. (At press time, 
no major distribution deals were locked down.) 
THINKFilm’s theatrical head Mark Urman 
notes, “They’ll get there. It takes about 10 years 
for a festival to mature.” Who knows? Maybe 
next year will prove to be lucky number seven. 


Victoria Beckham 


Emma Bunton, le 
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Eve’s New Video 


The rapper-actress goes for a decidedly girly vibe in her latest clip, shai 
“Tambourine”—and it leaves her tickled pink. BY CHRIS WILLMAN Girls’ signs off 


It's last call for 
coffee at Luke’s 
Diner: On May 4, The 
CW announced that 
it's wrapping up the 
quip-smart Gilmore 
Girls with the May 15 
finale. Though talks 
between the starring 
duo—Lauren Graham 
and Alexis Bledel— 
and Warner Bros. 
Television, which 
produces the show, 
had been ongoing for 
months, all parties 
reportedly couldn't 
agree on issues such 


released her last CD, hip-hop has be- house-y or Betty Boop-ish. I wanted it to 

come even more of a man’s world. So for look how I feel, which is bright and flirty.” 
her return, she’ll try blending in as one of (The rapper declined to discuss her April 
the boys, right? Hardly. On the set of “Tam- 26 DUT arrest.) The clip also marks Eve’s 
bourine” May 4, EW found the newly blond brave first stab at choreographed moves. 


i n the four years since rapper-actress Eve girl like me,” for a video that’s “almost doll- 


bombshell in a pink hotel room, attended to Says Melina, “I told her, ‘You're gonna as scheduling. (A 

by feather-dusting French maids; together dance.’ She’s like, ‘No, I’m a gangsta. That’s source says Bledel, 

they did a fluttery, tambourine-like hand the thing...we don’t dance.’” It seems the for one, was “open to 

jive. Eve picked director Melina, “a girly girl trumped the gangsta after all. doing an abbreviated 
season”—possibly 13 
episodes.) Creative 
concerns no doubt 


also played a role: 

In 2006, Gilmore 
suffered a blow when 
exec producer Amy 
Sherman-Palladino 
departed just as it 
moved from The WB 
to The CW, and total 
viewership has fallen 
by nearly 20 percent 
since last season. 
“The end of Gilmore 
isnot shocking news,” 
says a show insider. 
“In fact, [the May 15] 
episode was con- 
ceived as a series— 
not season—finale, 
right from the start.” 
—Tanner Stransky 


Pi .  Hasselbeck’s On-Call Girls? 


Who'll sub for ‘The View’ cohost Elisabeth Hasselbeck when she goes on 
\ maternity leave this fall? Our picks—credentials included! —Karen Leigh 
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BUY, BUY, BABY 


It's one thing when every celebrity on the planet starts procreating. It’s quite another when Hollywood latches 
onto that fertile trend and gives birth to movies and TV shows all about being pregnant. Just look at NOTES FROM 
THE UNDERBELLY, WAITRESS, and KNOCKED UP. To honor the little bundles of joy, we've come up with 

the must-haves for any mom who wants her kid to be the most stylish one on the playground. BY JESSICA SHAW 


Britney Spears’ and Gwen Stefani's boys cuddle 
up in these plush blankets, while any cool 

kid could use shades ($66, myblankeeinc.com; 
$120, Disrespectacles, 212-608-8892). 


A baby fashionista 
might not stand for 
those drugstore suckers. 
If only they were all like 
Baby Houseman 

($48, juicycouture. 
neimanmarcus.com; 
$22, urbansmalls.com). 


Some trendy tykes 
just won't do baby 
clothes ($20, 
shop.vans.com; 
$88, milk 
shop.com). 


Technically, it’s a 
diaper bag, but don't 
tell that to Jennifer 
Hudson, who has 
been spotted toting 
around a near-identi- 
cal style ($370, 
miabossi.com). 


Kids need ear protec- 
tion (just ask Apple 
Martin!), but they 
also need good tunes, 
like these lullaby 
renditions of Beatles 
and Pink Floyd 
classics ($19.99, 
gearforkidz.com; 
$13.99, amazon.com). 
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Sometimes it takes 
a flawed man to solve 
the perfect murder. 


WORLD PREMIERE MOVIE @©CBS 


©2007 CBS Broadcasting tne 


ALL NEW 2007 JEEP PATRIOT. CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE. 


Jeep Patriot takes you where the action is. With a powerful 2.4L 172 horsepower engine that 
gets up to 30 mpg, standard safety and security features like ESP, ABS, Electronic Roll 
Mitigation, and available Trail Rated” capability, Patriot adventure is just a drive 

away. Starting at only *14,985! Choose your adventure at PatriotAdventure.com Jeep 


14x2 MSRP. 4x4 Limited as shown, $23,785. MSRPs exclude tax. *EPA est. mpg of 26 city/30 highway for 
5-speed manual-equipped 4x2 models. Jeep and Trail Rated are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. 
CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE is a registered trademark of Chooseco, LLC. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


PATRIOT GAMES 


Check out the Jeep® Patriot in today’s hottest video games! 


CAPABILITIES 
CONFIDENT 
DEPENDABLE Ei 
GOOD LOOKS 
RUGGED 


Tony Hawk’s Project 8° Far Cry® Vengeance 


PlayStation.2 . Experience the Through the eyes of 
intensity and pressure of Jack Carver, drive, shoot, 
skating against some of slash, jump, and climb 


the world’s top pros in your way through a rebel- 


true to life competitions. infested, tropical hell. 
Your mission? Your mission? , 
. Become the #1 skater. Survive. ’ Ybejunmorr 
Tony Havek's Project 8° is ESRB Far Cry® Vengeance is ESRB rated 
rated TEEN with content suitable MATURE 17+ with Blood, Drug 
for people ages 13 and up. Reference, Intense Violence, 


Strong Language. 


DISCLOSURES: Jeep: Jeep is 0 registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation, Ubisoft/Far Cry: 2006 Ubisoft Entertainment, All Rights Reserved. Far Cry, Ubisolt, Ubi.com, and the Ubisott 
loge are trademarks of Ubisoft Entertaiment in the US, and/ar other countries. Based on Crytek’s onginal Far Cry directed by Gevat Yerk, Powered by Crytel thology “GryEnyine”. Wik TM and the Whi 
logo are ademarks of Nintendo, G 2006 Nintendo, Activision/Tony Hawk: © Activision Publishing, Inc, Activision is a registered trademark, and Projec trademark of Activision Publishing, lac, 
All rights »rved. Tony Hawk is. ragistened trademark of Tony Haws, Inc. All rights reserved, Developed by Neversoft, Entertainment, Inc. Playstation 2: PlayStation and the PS Family logo are registered 
trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment loc, Online play requires internet connection and Memory Card (BMB] [for PlayStation 2) [each sold separately), The Online icon ts a trademark of Sony 
Computer Entertainment Amenca ine 


NEWS #NOTES 


MARRIED 


(The 
Company), 
33, wed 
r British 
actor John Light 
(Heights), 32, in 
Malibu on May 5.... 

(Sin 
City), 29, tied the knot 
with screenwriter 
Simon Monjack in L.A. 


SPLIT 


On May 1, 


- 
§ (Crash), 34, 
filed for 
divorce from her hus- 
band of four months, 


(Wedding Crashers), 
32, citing irreconcil- 
able differences. 


BIRTHS 


, 52, and 
wife Christine, 33, 
greeted their first child 
together, son Cayden 
Wyatt, on May 6.... ER’s 

, 34, and 
his wife, Ivana, adopted 
their first child, son 


Tin. He was born on 
April 19 in L.A. 


EXITS 


On May 4, American 
Idol producers 
and 

announced that 
they have stepped 
down as executive pro- 
ducers for this year’s 
prime-time Emmy 
Awards program, due 
to their busy sched- 


ules. Last year’s exec 
producer, Ken Ehrlich, 
will replace them. 


COURTS 


, 43, 
pleaded 
guilty on 
May 8 toa 
charge that he was un- 
fit to drive. London 
police claim that on 
Oct. 1, 2006, they 
found the singer in- 
toxicated on drugs 
while in his car near 
an intersection. He’s 
due back in court on 
May 30.... 

(Saving Private 
Ryan), 45, was arrested 
on suspicion of drug 


x) 


ROY JENSON 1927-2007 


A former pro football player known for portraying thugs, 
particularly in the 70s classics Chinatown and Every Which 
Way But Loose, Jenson (above right, with Jack Nicholson) 
died April 24 of cancer in L.A. During his five-decade career, the 
actor—who began as a stuntman and once served as a double 
for Robert Mitchum—appeared in more than 170 films and 
TV shows, from Red Dawn to Gunsmoke. —Adam Markovitz 


possession on May 8 
in Bakersfield, Calif. 
Police searched his car 
suspecting that Size- 
more was under the 
influence, and claim 
they found crystal 
meth in the vehicle. At 
press time, Sizemore— 
currently on proba- 
tion for a 2004 drug 
arrest—was expected 
to appear in court on 
May 10. His reps de- 
clined to comment.... 
(né 


Paris: Jail ls So Not Hot 


Paris Hilton, kiss your five-star lifestyle goodbye. On May 4, a 
judge sentenced the 26-year-old hotel heiress to 45 days 
behind bars after she violated her probation (stemming from a 
DUI conviction last September) by driving with a suspended 
license. She has until June 5 to report to an L.A. county jail. 
Hilton, who called the order “unfair,” blamed her reps 


for not warning her: “| did what they said.” (Shortly 
afterward, she fired her publicist, Elliot Mintz...only 


\\ to rehire him the next day.) The debutante’s 


lawyers quickly entered an appeal, and Hilton herself 
is asking “all fans...outraged by injustice” to sign 


a petition on her MySpace page asking for a pardon from 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, —Tanner Stransky 


Trevor Smith), 34, was 
charged with driving 
while intoxicated on 
May 3in NYC. The 
rapper is due back in 
court on July 10, where 
he’ll also face three 
previous charges: driv- 
ing with a suspended 
license and two counts 
of misdemeanor as- 
sault. He’s pleaded not 
guilty to all charges... 


, 42, host 
of ABC’s 
f | Extreme 
=") Makeover: 
Home 


\ / Edition, was 
charged on May 8 in 
L.A. for misdemeanor 
DUI. He will appear in 
court on June 4. Said 
Pennington in a state- 
ment: “I made an error 
in judgment.”... HBO 
chairman and CEO 

, 54, was 
arrested on May 6 in 
Las Vegas after he 
allegedly assaulted his 
girlfriend outside the 
MGM Grand hotel. 
Albrecht, in town to 


attend the Oscar de la 
Hoya-Floyd May- 
weather Jr. boxing 
match, spent 12 hours 
in jail. Two days later, 
Albrecht issued a 
statement in which he 
admitted to struggling 
with an alcohol prob- 
lem: “This weekend 
was a wake-up call... I 
intend to take a tem- 
porary leave of ab- 
sence from HBO effec- 
tive today, in order to 
go back to working 
with AA.” The net- 
work’s COO, Bill Nel- 
son, is assuming Al- 
brecht’s duties in the 
interim. The DA and 
Albrecht’s lawyer are 
gathering facts, but no 
charges have been 
filed.... Radio person- 
ality , 65, has 
hired litigator Martin 
Garbus for his upcom- 
ing $120 million suit 
against CBS Radio, 
which he'll likely file 
next week. Imus, who 
was dropped by the 
company last month 


for making racially in- suits filed by Aboudi- 


sensitive comments on haj’s children and 

the air, claims his con- parents.... Writer- 
tract called for him to producer 

be controversial and Un Living Color), 47, 
irreverent—and that was charged May 3 
his remarks did not vio- with murder. Police 
late FCC regulations. arrested Paulsen on 
Inastatement, CBS April 18 following 
said, “[We] expect to the discovery of his 
prevail in any attempt wife’s decomposing 
by Mr. Imus to recover body in the couple’s 
money for his ac- Indianapolis home. 
tions.”... A third wrong- Paulsen, who main- 
ful-death suit was tains his innocence, is 
filed against , 28, currently in jail and 
on May 2 in L.A. expected to stand trial 


Marouane on Oct. 16. 
Hdidou, 
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husband of DESIE 
8 Awatef Tony-winning tap 
z Aboudihaj— dancer ; 
é the woman killed ina 91, who also choreo- 
Z December car crash graphed films such as 
= involving the singer— Tap, of natural causes, 
: claims Brandy was April 26, in Las Vegas. 
: driving “recklessly” —Lindsay Soll, with 
: and seeks unspecified additional reporting 
: damages. Brandy also by Alice Lee Tebo and 
F faces still-pending Stewart Allen 
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activist actress bitesint@ne 


SPOTLIGHT 


é 


Judd (with Harry 
Connick Jr.) comes 
Gown with a Bug 


When the apple-cheeked brunette, her hair 
highlighted with a few gray strands, arrives at her 
EW interview a mere 15 minutes late—which in 
New York or L.A. would practically be considered 
early—she’s still apologizing. This time it’s for the 
room’s bland decor. Examining the empty studio 
space, Judd, 39, saunters over to the window and 
pulls open the blinds, letting in the warm Ten- 
nessee morning light. 

Her latest film, though, is anything but light. 
Bug,a psychological thriller as difficult to watch 
as Saw, is set almost entirely in a single 
motel room. The film lets Judd un- 


leash a painfully raw performanceas “* | have a 


Recently, she’s peppered her résumé with even 
edgier roles, like a hard-drinking contractor who 
sleeps around in the 2006 indie Come Early 
Morning. Director William Friedkin, perhaps 
best known for The Exorcist, says Judd was his 
only choice for Bug’s Agnes. “Ashley lives inside 
this character and inhabits her because of that 
compassion she has—real compassion.” 

These tougher roles seem appropriate for an 
actress whose personal life is characterized by 
arigorous search for balance. For example, 
since 2002, Judd has served as a global ambas- 
sador for Population Services International's 
YouthAIDS initiative. She’s been traveling the 
world (10 countries so far) lecturing on HIV and 
AIDS prevention, all the while realizing her 
“childhood dream” of filling her passport pages 
with stamps. Recently, she returned from a 
three-week trip to India. “Days are spent in the 
field: slums, brothels, truck stops,” she says. “At 
night, we visit with government officials and the 
wealthy, reaching out to raise consciousness, 
lower stigma and taboo, and generate funding.” 
All of this has made Judd reevaluate her career: 
“Tt’s like, if I have the pie [chart]—the movie slice 
went down as my service work grew.” 

These days, Judd describes herself as “spiri- 
tually fit,” in part because of the distance she’s 
put between herself and Hollywood. In Febru- 
ary 2006, she began a 47-day stint in a Texas re- 
hab facility for treatment of longtime 
depression. “I had to hit a bottom,” 


a divorced cocktail waitress, Agnes, . she says, carefully avoiding much de- 
who falls for a disturbed Gulf War really firm tail. “It’s like when the pain of staying 
oe Peter See raat 3 slogan that a same is eee than Oe ree 
As the pair spirals into paranoia, bot 23 changing.” She now spends much 0 
believe their bodies are riddled with It s none - “her fiteadeh ance and their two 
breeding bugs. Adapted from the of my busi- dogs and five cats at their renovated 
award-winning 2004 Off Broadway farmhouse outside Nashville, a gift 
ness what 


play by Tracy Letts, Bug involves self- 
mutilation and includes a terrifying 
sequence in which Peter rips his teeth 
out. “Once I went into that conscious- 
ness, I never got out of it,” says Judd, 
who required no makeup for the 
shoot. “I felt it in my sleep. I felt it right when I 
woke up in the morning. And I had this music: 

I could lie down on the floor and hear one or two 
bars and—boom—drop in.... It’s very sick, but it 
is an extreme love story.” 

This is a far cry from the kind of work that 
made Judd a household name—chick flicks like 
2000’s Where the Heart Is and 2001’s Someone 
Like You. “I am generally associated with the 
glossier films,” she admits. “But, to me, Bug is 
not out of character with everything I’ve done.” 
Indeed, her star-making debut came in 1993’s 
gritty Ruby in Paradise, and the Ashland, Ky., na- 
tive played gutsy heroines in box office hits like 
1997’s Kiss the Girls and 1999’s Double Jeopardy. 
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people 
think 
of me.” 


from big sister/neighbor Wynonna. 
For her birthday on April 19, “I in- 
vited my best friends to Tennessee, 
and we went on aretreat in the woods.” 
She has also sworn off the celebrity 
tabloids that have been a menace 

to her and her famous family. “It’s freed up so 
much of my mental energy,” she explains. “I 
have a really firm slogan that it’s none of my 
business what people think of me.” 

This month, Judd will film the drama Cross- 
ing Over alongside Harrison Ford, Sean Penn, 
and Ray Liotta. She plays an immigration lawyer, 
perfect casting for the ex-sorority girl who once 
considered the Peace Corps. “When I was first 
going to California in 1990, I was speaking with 
a friend about all the social-justice work I was 
going to do,” Judd recalls. “This man said to me, 
‘Are you going to be an actor or an activist?’” 
Based on her success at juggling both, it’s a 
choice Judd will likely never have to make. m 


Ashley 
Judd’s 
Must List 


She likes mystic women, 
magic men, and Flyboys. 


‘The Illusionist? 2006 
“Edward [Norton] made 

fun of me: ‘Thank you for 
liking my silly little magic 
film: | said, ‘| didn’t think 


it was silly. | loved it 


‘Enduring Grace,’ 
Carol Lee Flinders 
1993 “It's a spiritual 
examination of seven 
female [mystics].” 


India. Arie “\listento 
heralot. In Kenya, she 
went to see Global Fund 
programs [which aim to 
end the spread of dis- 
eases such as AIDS].” 


EA ING | 
Pia Mellody 
‘Facing Codepen- 
dence,’ Pia Mellody 
1989 “A great book,” says 
Judd of the self-help 
tome about dysfunctional 
families. “It's very clear.” 


G 


‘Flyboys’ 2006 “We 
loved that film. [Dario] is 
a big WWIl and aviation- 
history buff, because 
he’s a helicopter pilot.” 
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BEACH: PATRICK HOELCK/CELEBRITY PICTURES LA; DURST: JENNIFER LIVINGSTON 


FRED DURST 


“I’ve always wanted to make movies,” says 
Limp Bizkit frontman Fred Durst, who let us 
interview him while he was at artist Paul 
Booth’s Manhattan studio getting an 
elaborate back tattoo involving a laser and a 
demonic alien. Durst was in New York for the 
Tribeca Film Festival, which screened his 
directorial debut, the coming-of-age tale The 
Education of Charlie Banks, to surprise 
critical acclaim. “It's obvious to talk about the 
negativity I’ve had in my life, but I'm really 
hoping this festival experience can help some 
of that disappear. I’m evolving.... I’m still 
young at heart, but I’m [feeling] a lot more 36." 


ADAM 
BEACH 


“i Is Having a Moment 


The Native American actor is in the prime time 
of his life with gigs on SVU and HBO 


very week, you have anew movie,” enthuses 
Adam Beach, who is about to take his place 
as a Law & Order: SVU regular. On the NBC 
series’ season 8 finale (May 22 at 10 p.m), 
Beach’s Chester Lake—an insomniac detective 
of Native American descent who first appeared in 
an episode last January—will become the unit’s 
newest investigator.iAlso this month, the Canuck 
stars as a Sioux doctor in HBO’s historical epic Bury 
My Heart at Wounded Knee (May 27 at 9 p.m.). But 
Beach, 34, who first caught fire as the troubled 
young man in the 1998 indie Smoke Signals and even 
sparked Oscar buzz as a soldier in the 2006 World 
War II epic Flags of Our Fathers, doesn’t worry 
about being typecast. “I understand that I can’t 
play King Henry V or Nelson Mandela,” says the 
Saulteaux Indian. One bonus: He didn’t need to do 
any research for Wounded Knee. “That part of 
history is embedded in all Native American people. 
It’s like identifying who you are.” —Karen Leigh 


For more from the newly inked star, see ew.com/durst 
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1. Who is the most serene celebrity you’ve met? 
George Havvison. He was 
heavily into meditation. He 
and | used to travel all over _* 
the world. And he was Aefinitely } 
at peace. Even after he found 
out he had cancer. Even in 
death. He was a great guy. 


& ® 


2. Choose one: 


American Dancing With Kermit Miss 
Idol the Stars the Frog Piggy 
| Aon’t know any- L think Kermit is 
thing aboutit and | wise. That combi- 
like to step into nation of sweet- 


the unknown. ness and wisdom. 
3. If you could be in any band, past or present, 
which band would you choose? 

Eurythmics. [l’A play] “Sweet Dreams” 
with Aunie Lennox. 


4. Which TV doctor do you most relate to? 


McDreamy 


Doogie 
Howser 


Actually, none. | enjoy watching Sanjay 
Gupta on CNN because he’s areal Aoctov. 
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The EW Pop Culture 
Personality Test 


DEEPAK CHOPRA 


Name 


Those Seven Spiritual Laws of Success must be working! Deepak 
Chopra’s new novel Buddha is getting great reviews, just as 
the Seven Spiritual Laws DVD, featuring Olivia Newton-John, 
is hitting stores. Now Chopra, the man known for guiding Demi 
Moore and Michael Jackson, is branching out to movies: He’s 
writing The Sadhu, a screenplay set to star Nic Cage, and he 
serves as the inspiration for Mike Myers’ next comedy, The 
Love Guru. “He puts on a good accent,” says Chopra, 60, who’s 
given Myers’ impersonation his blessing. Lucky for Dr. C., we 
decided to bless him with our Personality Test. —Ari Karpel 


6. Who were you in a past life? 
| was a priest who stole statues from 


5. The 


person I'm a eee ana nlanes A Young appren- 
tice. He apparently committed suicide, 
eee ee and |’ still paying my karmic Aebt. 
mistaken TOr: 
p , 7. The Rat Packer | most identify with is: 
If people just heav 
wy name, the late 
Tupac Shakuy. 
when he was 


puuned Aown, we 
ad a lot of com- 
Aclence messages 
at my office. 


seen 


Martin 


They bring me to an era when | wanted 
to come to Chicago ana join the Mob. 


Frank 
Sinatra 


Samm 
Davis Jr. 


Joe 
Bishop 


8. Who would you most like to teach to meditate? 
George W. Bush. So he can stop 
being at wav with himself. | <3 
think his external actions ave 
a veflection of certain Aeep 
anguish and conflicts that 
he has with his own shadows. 


9. My porn name is: 
Poopoo + Napier = 
Childhood Pet Street You Grew Up On 


Poopoo Napier 


10. Which Olivia Newton-John song describes you? 
® “You're the One That | Want" 
& “Let Me Be There” 

© “Physical” 

® “Xanadu” 

“Let Me Be Theve,” because ( 
| am there alveady. \ 
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multigrain cakes in a 90 calorie pack. Theyre 
indulgent. They're delicious. They're a miracle. 


Find them near the rice cakes. 
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By Josh Rottenberg 


as Pirates of 
the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest was opening around 
much of the world, Johnny Depp and Jerry Bruckheimer 
sat in the oldest restaurant in Paris, Le Procope, having 
dinner and awaiting word of their film’s fate. They had 
reason to be anxious. Reviews of the follow-up to the 
2003 seafaring-adventure smash Curse of the Black 
Pearl had started coming in, and they were enough to put 
aman off his boeuf bourguignon. Critics were slamming 
the sequel, declaring the two-and-a-half-hour, $200 
million-plus production a bloated, confusing mess. “We 
were right across the street from where Dr. Guillotin 
perfected the guillotine, looking down on his courtyard,” 
producer Bruckheimer remembers, “and the numbers 
started coming in.” It was quickly clear that no heads 
would roll. The box office returns were not just good, but 
shiver-some-serious-timbers good. Biggest-opening- 
weekend-ever good. “These numbers kept coming in, and 
none of them made sense to me,” says Depp. “The only 
thing | did notice was that they kept getting larger.” 
Well, hoist the mizzenmast, weigh anchor, and [insert your 
own nautical cliché here], because here we go again. On 
May 25, the final installment of Disney’s Pirates trilogy, 
subtitled At World’s End, will hit theaters across the globe. 
In the wake of the last film’s $1.1 billion worldwide box 
office gross—the third-highest in Hollywood history— 
expectations are, to put it mildly, huge. Despite competition 
from other massive franchises, including Spider-Man 3, 
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Bloom tests 
the waters in 
Sao Feng's lair 


which just broke Dead Man’s Chest’s opening-week- 
endrecord, At World’s Endis still widely considered 
the favorite to rule the summer box office. 

The finale picks up where Dead Man’s Chest left 
off. Feisty Elizabeth Swann (Keira Knightley), her 
swashbuckling beau Will Turner (Orlando Bloom), 
and the undead Captain Barbossa (Geoffrey Rush) 
are uniting to rescue rakish, rum-soaked Capt. Jack 
Sparrow (Depp), who was last seen being dragged 
into the sea by the kraken commanded by Davy 
Jones (Bill Nighy). Meanwhile, the East India Trad- 
ing Co., led by the cold-eyed Lord Beckett (Tom 
Hollander), is trying to snuff out piracy once and for 
all, leading the world’s nine pirate lords to join forces 
ina final battle for control of the seas. “It’s really a 
Western,” says director Gore Verbinski, boiling it all 
down. “It’s like The Wild Bunch or something.” 

While there’s no question the movie will reap 
heaps of booty at the box office, it won’t neces- 
sarily be all smooth sailing. With At World’s End, 
at 167 minutes, promising to be even longer and 
more narratively complicated than Dead Man’s 
Chest, Verbinski is already bracing himself for an- 
other round of stinging reviews. “That’s going to 
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happen again, I suppose,” he says wearily. Which 
raises the real question at stake: Will the conclusion 
be deemed a worthy capper to a trilogy some have 
called this generation’s Star Wars? Or, like the 
Matrix trilogy, with its successively more ponder- 
ous sequels, will it overstay its welcome? 

Just weeks before the release, Bruckheimer sits 
in an editing room, giving an advance preview of 
key scenes from At World’s End. He looks fatigued 
from shuttling between Pirates and his other cur- 
rent production, National Treasure 2, but clearly 
proud. And with good reason—there are a slew of 
eye-popping sequences, including the sight of the 
Black Pearl being hauled across a desert on the 
backs of thousands of crabs, the introduction of 
the menacing pirate lord of Singapore, Sao Feng 
(Chow Yun-Fat), and a climactic ship-battle-and- 
sword-fight extravaganza between the British naval 
fleet and an armada of pirates in the middle of a 
giant whirlpool. Between clips, Bruckheimer ex- 
plains the intricacies of the interweaving plotlines: 
the double crosses, the deceptions, the reversals of 
fortunes. Setting up one scene, he finds himself mo- 
mentarily tongue-tied by the story’s complexity. 


Nighy returns as 
Davy Jones 
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in 
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Chow and Depp: \ 


“It’s alittle confus—” he begins. He stops. He takes 
a breath. “Let me back up a little.” 
ack in 2003, just al 
was expecting a hit movie about pi- 
rates. But Curse of the Black Pearl 
pulled in more than $650 million 
worldwide, thanks to its rousing der- 
ring-do, its state-of-the-art effects wizardry, and 
Depp’s instantly iconic turn as Jack Sparrow. Dis- 
ney spied a franchise in the offing. The studio quick- 
ly ordered up two sequels, and Verbinski and screen- 
writers Ted Elliott and Terry Rossio took up the 
challenge of turning a one-off popcorn flick into 
chapter 1 of an epic trilogy. The plan was audacious— 
to film the second and much of the third film si- 
multaneously, at a cost that would reportedly soar 
upward of halfa billion dollars—and they dove into 
the shoot with many creative decisions still to be 
made. “We had release dates and blank pages,” says 
Verbinski. “It’s like, How Not to Make a Film 101.” 
As with other current franchises, Disney’s ap- 
proach to the Pirates sequels is vastly different 
from that taken in days of old. There was a time 


tno one 
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not so long ago when Hollywood considered se- 
quels an afterthought, dumping them into theaters 
with noses plugged. But in the early 1990s, with 
the enormous success of Terminator 2 and the in- 
creasing ability to amp up the spectacle factor with 
newfangled digital effects, sequels no longer 
seemed such a tawdry business. The success of the 
Lord of the Rings films, each of which outgrossed 
the last, made jumbo-size trilogies de rigueur. “Peo- 
ple used to throw sequels out there as pure com- 
merce—they’d try and fool the public the first week- 
end and then they'd die,” says Bruckheimer. “Now 
you have filmmakers who keep raising the bar.” 
For the Pirates crew, doubling down on the ini- 
tial bet proved more grueling than expected. The 


Knightley on deck; 
(inset) Rush with 
director Verbinski 


Caribbean production was plagued by hurricanes, 
construction delays, and countless logistical night- 
mares. When the cast and crew reconvened in Cal- 
ifornia last August to finish At World’s End, they 
still had about 60 percent of the film left to shoot. 
The story Verbinski and the writers had devised 
to fill out the trilogy was as supersize as the pro- 
duction, bursting with interweaving story lines, 
MacGuffins, and mythological references. At times, 
even the actors were hard-pressed to keep it all 
straight. “You had to leave a trail of bread crumbs 
to know where you'd been,” says Depp. “You'd walk 
out ofa door inscene 191 and then you'd shoot scene 
192 a year and a half later, where you've just ar- 
rived outside that door.” Says Bloom, “Someone 
asked me, ‘So tell us about your character’s arc in 
the third movie.’ I said, ‘Dude, the writers can’t 
even explain the third movie.” 

Verbinski defends the more-is-more approach 
to storytelling: “I don’t mind if people find it con- 
fusing. I don’t want to dumb it down to where it’s just 
processed cheese and youre not thinking about it 
afterwards.” He and the screenwriters insist noth- 
ing was done to take the criticisms of Dead Man’s 
Chest into account when production resumed on At 
World’s End. The films had been “designed for mul- 
tiple viewings,” says Rossio. “You couldn’t doa course 
correction. That presumes that the course was off.” 
Bloom, however, says, “There was talk of that stuff. 
Clarity was something that was talked about.” 

But in the midst of filming sequences like the 
massive battle in the maelstrom, which was actually 
shot inastealth-bomber hangar in Palmdale, Calif., 
there was little time to dwell on the reviews. Says 


THE CAPTAIN AT EASE 


Before Pirates, you'd never 


a> | reprised a character in a sequel. 


You got swallowed up by the bed 
in A Nightmare on Elm Street, so— 
JD Yeah, that ruled me out of any of those sequels. 
[Laughs] The only other sequel I'd ever thought about 
was Edward Scissorhands. There may have been no 
need to revisit that story, but back then | just wanted to 
play him again. It’s the same thing with Captain Jack, 
ultimately. | just wanted to play him again. 

Did the bashing a lot of critics gave the last Pirates 
movie surprise you? 

JD God, no. After the first one was a success, | was sure 
that the critics were going to have to snap around and 
start taking potshots. It’s in the rule book: You must take 
a dump on the second film. And with this one, they're 
probably going to do the same thing and maybe even go 
below the belt. Which is cool. Why not? There are worse 
things in life. 

Of all the licensed merchandise that has spun off 
from the Pirates movies, has there been anything so far 
that seemed so surreal, you just said “Hold on a second"? 
JD There were only a couple of things that | thought, 
Now we're stepping over the line. | drew the line at hy- 
giene products. It just seemed wrong. Like Captain Jack 
toothpaste, for example. How can a guy with gold teeth 
sell toothpaste? It’s like a bald man selling shampoo. 


» 
» 


And cold cuts would be weird: Captain Jack 
hot dogs, bologna—things like that. 

Early in your career, you resisted the 
idea of being on lunch boxes and thermoses. 
Do you ever wonder what your 27 Jump 
Street-era self would think if he saw you on 
a box of Pop-Tarts? 

JD The Jump Street guy—that was 20 years 
ago, and | didn’t have a lot of the perspective 
or experience or distance or sense of humor that | do 
now. Being able to embrace the absurdity of it, as 
opposed to fighting tooth and nail for somebody to 
represent you with some degree of integrity or whatever— 
| mean, that's a ludicrous notion. You can only do your 
work, and your work represents whatever you want it to 
represent. I've arrived at a certain place where | just go: 
You know what? | don’t care. It's freeing. 

You were instrumental in persuading Keith 
Richards to make a cameo in At World's End. What was 
it like to work with Jack Sparrow’s spiritual godfather? 


JD The anticipation was mad. Everybody was like, “Is he 
going to do it? Is he going to do it?” And then whammo, 
he arrived at 8 o'clock in the morning, totally prepped 
and ready to go. Obviously, Keith Richards—the guy 
invented charisma. But what | didn’t expect was he 
was going to be such a great actor. | started calling him 
“Two-Take Richards.” It was like this gunslinger 

who arrived in the town, charmed all the women and 
impressed all the men, and then split. 

The success of these movies has obviously boosted 
your clout in Hollywood. Is that something you've felt or 
does it seem very abstract? 

JD The idea of status or where one stands in the 
competitive marketplace—that kind of thing is really 
foreign to me. It’s one of those arenas of ignorance 

| really prefer to stay in. I've had people say some of the 
strangest things I've ever heard in my life: “Do you know 
how much you've made?” “This is where you are in the 
power...” It just doesn’t make sense to me. | just feel glad 
that | still get jobs to where | don’t have to sell out 

or sell my soul. [Pauses] Although maybe | sold my soul 
already. | don’t know, it’s hard to tell. 

After several years of playing Captain Jack, is ita 
relief to finally be taking on a new role in [the Tim Burton- 
directed musical] Sweeney Todd? 

JD I wouldn't say it’s a relief necessarily, although having 
the safety cushion of another character was nice 
because it saved me some degree of depression saying 
goodbye to Captain Jack. But Sweeney Todd is a great 
challenge. | did a musical, Cry-Baby, back in 1989, but 
| didn’t sing. It wasn’t my voice. So here I’m challenged 
with these amazing melodies of Stephen Sondheim. 
That was kind of a bugger to deal with. But | think we 
got there. [Laughs] At least | haven’t been fired yet. 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 33 


An intrepid EW reporter embarks on a journey to observe 


Sparrow in his natural habitat—Disneyland. 


‘Anunnamed _ 
vast member” 


It seemed like a 
cushy enough 
task: Go to Disneyland 
in Anaheim, Calif. Find 
an employee—sorry, 
cast member—hired to 
roam around as Capt. 
Jack Sparrow. And get 
the skinny on what it 
takes to embody one of 
the most popular char- 
acters ever based ona 
theme park ride. For 
starters, does he study 
the Pirates movies, or 
just old Keith Richards 
interviews? And what's 
his best eyeliner- 
removal technique? 
Before I'd even left 
for the park, though, 
| hit a snag. A call to 
Disney revealed that 
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cast members aren't 
allowed to speak with 
the press, in or out of 
character—nor can the 
company talk about 
anyone playing Cap’n 
Jack. | went to the Hap- 
piest Place on Earth 
nonetheless, hoping I'd 
at least observe a wob- 
bly-legged Johnny Depp 
look-alike in his natural 
habitat. Then another 
snag: | couldn't find 
one. Sure, there were 
the three animatronic 
Jack Sparrows in the 
refurbished Pirates of 
the Caribbean ride. And 
| did spy two garden- 
variety pirates harass- 
ing parkgoers near the 
ride’s entrance. (Pirate: 


“Ye be spending too 
much time in yer base- 
ment, ya pale landlub- 
ber!” Pale teen boy: 
“I'm...I'm not a lubber!”) 
But hours passed with 
nary a Jack in sight. 

Just as | was set to 
decamp for the Toy 
Story ride, the Captain 
finally emerged, flanked 
by two female Disney 
minders and collecting 
children behind him like 
a pirate pied piper. “Oh, 
my God, is that Johnny 
Depp?” squealed one 
teenage girl. Yes, the 
resemblance was im- 
pressive. Our Sparrow 
tipsily posed for photos 
and signed autographs 
with the requisite eye 
rolls, spine wiggles, and 
marble-mouthed non 
sequiturs. He held court 
for 45 minutes before 
his handlers wrested 
him away, insisting 
Jack needed to return 
to the Black Pearl. 
Two hours later, Jack 
was back, the line this 
time even longer. If | 
didn’t know any better, 
I'd say Buzz Lightyear 
looked jealous. 


Rush, “You've got 140 pirates sword-fighting, there 
are rainand wind machines going, you're doing crit- 
ical dialogue—in that situation, you’re not think- 
ing about the critics. You're just going, I hope that 
cannon doesn’t roll over my foot.” Anyway, those 
staggering grosses more than offset a minority of 
naysayers. “When you pass the $1.1 billion mark,” 
Nighy says drily, “you start to suspect that you must 
be doing something right.” 


erbinski doesn’t like to talk 
money, in particular the reported 
$300 million budget of Pirates 3. “It’s 
tacky,” he says. “When you read a book, 
you don’task how much the pages cost 
to make.” For all the tremendous sums poured into 
the Pirates movies, some of the bits Verbinski prizes 
most involved hardly any expense at all—like ascene 


in At World’s End in which a pirate snaps off one of 
his frostbitten toes: “That's one of my favorite mo- 
ments in the movie, and it cost 48 cents with some- 
thing on the props truck.” It’s hard to avoid the 
subject of money when it comes to the Pirates fran- 
chise, though, because the thing has generated so 
damn much of it. Notjust the movies, but the action 
figures, lunch boxes, pillowcases, Xbox games, snow 
globes, and onand on. “Youlook at what Pirates has 
done for our theme parks, publishing, and consumer 
products, all these things,” says Walt Disney Studios 
chairman Dick Cook. “I don’t know how you put a 
price tag on all that.” At one point while discussing 
At World’s End, Bloom refers to it as “a product,” 
then stops himself: “It’s not a product—that’s com- 
pletely the wrong word. It’s a movie.” 

Verbinski, too, keeps his focus on the films: “My 
kids look at the toys sometimes and they’re like, 
‘Dad, this is pathetic.’ I’m like, ‘Ijust make the movie. 
Ifthe arm breaks off the doll, that’s not my domain.’ 
That machine marches on, but you've got to make 
the movie and let the other thing take care of itself. 
If you left it up to them, this movie would be called 
Pirates of the Caribbean: Nacho Cheese Flavor.” 
Depp argues that the Pirates franchise is actually 
about subverting the system, whether on the high 
seas or in Hollywood: “It’s cool to see that you’ve 
planted your flag deeply in enemy territory and the 
enemy is kind of okay with it. We’ve made our mark. 
We have our own brand of cheese.” 

Exhibit A in defense of the subversive spirit of 
Pirates could be the casting of Keith Richards ina 
cameoas apirate who may or may not be Jack Spar- 
row’s father. When reports that Richards claimed 
to have snorted his father’s ashes hit the news ear- 
lier this year, you can imagine the panic at Disney. 
But Verbinski laughs it off: “It’s Keith Richards! Of 
course he snorted his dad! I mean, I don’t know if 
he did or he didn’t, but does it matter? If his dad 
didn’t have a problem with it, I certainly don’t.” 

However you look at it—Nacho Cheese or Depp’s 
Own Fromage—as the old Doritos ads say: Crunch 
all you want, they’ll make more. As long as there’s 
a demand, Disney will continue to deliver Pirates 
product. “It'll be ‘Pirates on Ice’ in Las Vegas,” jokes 
Rush. Though Verbinski and his crew are looking 
forward to amuch-needed shore leave, the poten- 
tial for further sequels involving Jack Sparrow has 
already been built into At World’s End. “There’s 
something we show youas they drift away, what the 
next adventure could be,” says Bruckheimer. 

Depp seems up for another journey, at least in 
theory. “As long as you're doing it for the right rea- 
sons, why not? Ifwe came up with astory where we 
could explore something absurd or funny or total- 
ly insane...” He mulls over the possibilities. “You 
know: Captain Jack is part ape, he develops simian 
traits and an obsession with peanut butter... It could 
get really cool. That’s the movie I want to do. Let’s 
see that onabox of cereal.” @ 
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that hype doesn’t prevent the pair from landing in the bottom 
two along with Billy Ray Cyrus and Karina Smirnoff. (The country 
crooner is eventually booted.) The elimination scare is the pulse-pound- 
ing culmination of a long week involving everything from sweating on 
the Sunset Strip to partying with ponies in Kentucky. EW gets the whole 
scoop on Joey and Kym’s wild, hungover, butt-bruising, wardrobe- 
malfunctioning, Kevin Federline-kibitzing, private-jet-flying ride—one 
that almost ends with our subject waving “Bye Bye Bye.” 
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By the 
Numbers 


The amount of 
makeup products 
‘Dancing’ stars go 

through each season. 


Jars of glitter 


50 


cosmetic rhinestones 


70 


bottles of various 
tanning sprays 
(plus five gallons of 
California Spray Tan) 


110 


bottles of hair gel 


250 


pairs of Ardell lashes 
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Keeping 
muscles long 
and (below) 
colors strong 


Tuesday, May 1 

One more week, two more dances 

Joey looks relieved backstage after Tuesday’s 
results show. Even though he and Kym scored their 
first perfect 30 (for the jive) some 24 hours ago, 
he still feared the always-unpredictable viewers’ 
vote. (Remember Master P?) After saying goodbye 
to the eliminated John Ratzenberger, Joey makes 
his way through the plush red-velvet holding room 
to a far less sexy, fluorescent-lit wardrobe office 
upstairs. (Along the way, he bro-hugs American Idol 
contestant Chris Richardson, who just performed 70 
steps away—yes, we counted—on the Jdol stage next 
door.) Joey and Kym are handed music for their 
dances next week (Black Eyed Peas’ “Pump It” for the 
mambo, Frank Sinatra's “Always” for the waltz) and 
get to work on their outfits. Even choosing colors is 
acompeéetition, with a policy of first come, first dibs— 
which is why Joey is furiously flipping through 
fabric swatches. “We look to infuse costume ele- 
ments in the ballroom world with modern ideas and 
an edge,” explains Kym. “Then I say, ‘I wantJF'on my 
ass,’” adds Joey, referring to the rhinestone letters 
he had attached to his backside on previous dances. 
He’s only kidding...we think. Joey is definitely arisk 
taker when it comes to wardrobe, and he’s even 
contemplating showing off his personal grooming 
habits by going sleeveless. “I’m manscaped,” he says 
proudly. “I do it all the time. John Ratzenberger 
waxes, but I don’t. ll just do alittle trimming.” This 
time, we don’t think he’s kidding. 


Wednesday, May 2 

Mambo or bust 

Kym’s bum is killing her from a slide on last night’s 
show. “We burned our asses on that stupid Meat 
Loaf routine,” she complains while adjusting the 
remote microphone strapped to her lower back. 
It’s noon and hot as hell in the nondescript dance 
rehearsal room on Sunset Boulevard. “I hate the 
mambo,” Kym whines, while her partner tinkers 
with the stereo, queuing up something from his past: 
*N Sync’s “Tearin’ Up My Heart.” Joey’s set on using 
the song should the couple make the final two. “It’s 


tough, you don’t know if you're stepping over the 
line,’ Joey confesses about dancing to...himself. “But 
fans have been asking about it and we’re here to 
entertain. That’s what we're all about.” 

“F---, my muscles hurt!” yelps Kym as she tries a 
split, but her frustration soon turns to Joey: “Two, 
three, four, one...slide...get up...step...face the 
back...walk back...hold...face the front...don’t do the 
Matrixarms...STOP!” Joey’s timing is off. “I’m hav- 
ing trouble with the counting,” he says, sitting down 
for the first of several phone breaks. He welcomes the 
breather, but doesn’t gab for long. “Daddy has to go 
back to rehearsal now,” Joey coos to his 6-year-old 
daughter, Brianna, back in Florida. “You don’t want 
him to get kicked off the show.” 


Thursday, May 3 


Waltzing to Kentucky 
Joey and Kym have just five hours to nail down 
the waltz. The routine is slow and sweepingly 


dramatic, with no allowance for tricks—it’sa _ 


challenge on all fronts for Joey. “Be serious,” Kym 
reminds him repeatedly. The mood isn’t helped 
when Joey takes to reminiscing about his pre—’N 
Sync days working Beetlejuice’s Graveyard Revue 
at Universal Orlando. “It was actually pretty tough 
to get someone locally to sing, dance funky, and 
act like a monster,” he boasts. “I was all three— 
the Wolfman!” (Pre-manscaping, it seems.) After 
rehearsal, the pair heads home to pack before 
boarding a red-eye to Kentucky for a weekend at 
the Derby. Naturally, the cameras follow. 


Friday, May 4 

No rest for the weary... 

After asix-hour flight to Louisville (Joey flew first- 
class, Kym was stuck in coach), the pair goes straight 
into rehearsal at a local dance studio. Unfortunately, 
the space has two massive pillars in the middle of the 
floor, making the long, flowing sweeps of the waltz 
all the more difficult. “We’ll just have to move 
aroundit,” says Kym. Joey is itching to hit both the 
track and the town: Among the many parties on the 
agenda is the Barnstable Brown charity event to 
benefit diabetes. Celebs like Jimmy Fallon and Kid 
Rock attend the function, while Joey—perhaps 
fueled by Captain Morgan and Cokes—and Nick 
Lachey form their own ex-boy-band supergroup, 
dueting on “Celebration” and “Superstition.” 
Afterward, there’s a Stuff magazine soiree to hit, 
and maybe the Playboy party, too. Looming over it 
allis a9 a.m. rehearsal call time. 


May 5 

Place your bets! 

It’s Derby day, and avery hungover Joey feels “like 
crap.” That 9 a.m. call time has come and gone. “I 
can’t remember what time we rolled in [last night], 
but we never rehearsed.” Of course, there’s no way 
he’s going to miss the action at Churchill Downs, 
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Treating Bipolar Disorder 
Takes Understanding: 


You’ve been up and down with mood swings. 
You want to move forward. Maybe ABILIFY can help: 


® Control your symptoms of bipolar mania 
®@ Stabilize your mood 
® Reduce your risk of manic relapse 


Most patients taking ABILIFY did not gain weight or feel drowsy. 
(See most common side effects listed below) 


ABILIFY is used to treat manic or mixed episodes in adults with 
Bipolar I Disorder and maintain efficacy in patients whose symptoms 
have been controlled on ABILIFY for 6 weeks. 


How ABILIFY is thought to work: 


ABILIFY may work by adjusting dopamine activity, 
instead of completely blocking it and by adjusting 
serotonin activity. However, the exact way any 

medicine for bipolar disorder works is unknown. 


Individual resul ay vary 


www.abilify.com/bipolardisorder 


, FOr average, in short-term trials, patients reer eaningful weight gain, ABILIFY 3%, 
ty placebo 2%; drowsiness, ABILIFY 12%, placebo 8%. NOR Nieto ee 


What important information about ABILIFY do | need to know? ¢ lf you have diabetes, risk factors for, or symptoms of diabetes, increases in blood 


Elderly patients diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for example, sugar levels have been reported with medicines like ABILIFY. In some cases these 
an inability to perform daily activities as a result of increased memory loss), and were serious and resulted in coma or death 


wie are ee ee Katie hams toca ae at © |f you have lightheadedness, seizures, trouble swallowing, or suicidal thoughts 

an increased risk of death when compared to patients who are with a ms if gee 

placebo (sugar pill). ABILIFY is not approved for the treatment of patients with _[*S important to tell i liparit ll oneiae medicines you're taking; 

dementia-related psychosis, since there are some risks for drug interactions w 

Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including ABILIFY. Tell You should avoid alcohol while taking ABILIFY. 

your doctor or healthcare professional right away if you have or develop any conditions Do not drive or operate heavy machinery until you know how ABILIFY affects you. 

or side effects, such as: ; é ek: What are the most common side effects of ABILIFY? 

* Very high fever, rigid muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate Common side effects include: constipation, an inner sense of restlessness or need 
and blood pressure may be signs of neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS), to move (akathisia), headache, nausea, upset stomach, vomiting, agitation, anxiety, 
which is rare but potentially fatal insomnia, sleepiness, lightheadedness, and tremor. 

© Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements may be signs of tardive dyskinesia 
(TD), which may be permanent 

© If you are elderly, an increased risk of stroke or ministroke has been reported in (1-888-477-2669). Or go to www.pparx.org 
Clinical trials for elderly patients with dementia 


Please read additional IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY on the following page. 
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If you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, call 1-888-4PPA-NOW ‘ Mp t Partnenhie for 


Az 


ABILIFY 


(aripiprazole) 


5, 10, 15, 20, 30 mg Tablets 


This summary of the Package Insert contains risk and safety information for 
patients about ABILIFY. This summary does not include all information about 
ABILIFY and does not take the place of discussions with your doctor or healthcare 
professional about your treatment. Please read this important information before 
you start taking ABILIFY and discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your doctor 
or healthcare professional. 


Name 


ABILIFY® (a-BIL-i-fi) (aripiprazole) (air-ri-PIP-ra-zall) 


What is ABILIFY? 

ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat patients with an acute manic 
or mixed episode associated with Bipolar | Disorder and for maintaining efficacy 
in these patients who have been stabilized and then maintained for at least 

six weeks. 


What is Bipolar | Disorder? 

Bipolar | Disorder is an illness with symptoms thought to be caused by an 
imbalance of brain chemicals. People who have Bipolar | Disorder tend to 
experience extreme mood swings, along with other specific symptoms and 
behaviors, These mood swings, or “episodes,” can take three forms: manic, 
depressive, or mixed episodes. Common symptoms of a manic episode are: 
feeling extremely happy, being very irritable and anxious, talking too fast and too 
much, and having more energy and needing less sleep than usual. Common 
symptoms of a depressive episode include: feelings of overwhelming sadness or 
emptiness, low energy, a loss of interest in things, trouble concentrating, changes 
in sleep or appetite, and thoughts of dying or suicide. A mixed episode includes 
symptoms that are both manic and depressive. 


Who should not take ABILIFY? 
People who are allergic to ABILIFY or to any substance that is in it. Please talk 
with your doctor or healthcare professional. 


What important information should | know about 
ABILIFY? 

Elderly patients, diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for example, 
an inability to perform daily activities as a result of increased memory loss), and 
who are treated with atypical antipsychotic medicines including ABILIFY, are at 
an increased risk of death when compared to patients who are treated with a 
placebo (sugar pill). ABILIFY is not approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis. 


Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including 
ABILIFY. Tell your doctor or healthcare professional right away if you have any 
conditions or side effects, including the following: 


Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Very high fever, rigid 
muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate and blood pressure 
may be signs of NMS, a rare but serious side effect that could be fatal. 


Tardive dyskinesia (TD): Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements 
may be signs of a serious condition known as TD, which may be permanent. 


Elderly patients with dementia: An increased risk of stroke and 
ministroke has been reported in a clinical study of elderly patients with dementia 
(for example, increased memory loss and inability to perform daily activities), 
ABILIFY is not approved for treating patients with dementia. 


Diabetes: Patients with diabetes and those having risk factors for diabetes 
(for example, obesity, family history of diabetes), as well as those with symptoms 
such as unexpected increases in thirst, urination, or hunger should have their 
blood sugar levels checked before and during treatment. Increases in blood 
sugar levels (hyperglycemia), in some cases serious and associated with coma 
or death, have been reported in patients taking medicines like ABILIFY. 


Orthostatic hypotension: Lightheadedness or faintness caused by a 
sudden change in heart rate and blood pressure when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position (orthostatic hypotension) has been reported with ABILIFY. 


Dysphagia: Medicines like ABILIFY have been associated with swallowing 
problems (dysphagia). If you had or have swallowing problems, you should tell 
your doctor or healthcare professional. 


Suicidal thoughts: If you have suicidal thoughts, you should tell your 
doctor or healthcare professional right away. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY: 


What should I tell my doctor or healthcare professional 

before | start taking ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

Information about your overall health, and any medical problems you may 

have, such as: 

© Whether you're taking any other prescription or nonprescription 
(over-the-counter) medicines 

® Whether you're pregnant, plan to become pregnant, or are breast-feeding 

* lf you or anyone in your family has had seizures 

© If you or anyone in your family has had high blood sugar or diabetes 


What should | avoid when taking ABILIFY? 
¢ Avoid overheating and dehydration 
¢ Avoid driving or operating hazardous machinery until you know 
how ABILIFY affects you 
¢ Avoid drinking alcohol 
© Avoid breast-feeding an infant 


What are the common side effects of ABILIFY? 
Common side effects include: constipation, an inner sense of restlessness or need 
to move (akathisia), headache, nausea, upset stomach, vomiting, agitation, anxiety, 
trouble sleeping (insomnia), sleepiness, lightheadedness, and tremor. 


What percentage of people stopped taking ABILIFY due 
to side effects? 

In clinical trials, the percentage of people who discontinued taking ABILIFY due to 
side effects was similar for patients treated with ABILIFY (11%) and for patients 
treated with sugar pill (9%). 


Can | safely take ABILIFY while I’m taking other 
medications? 

ABILIFY can be taken with most drugs; however, taking ABILIFY with some 
medicines may require your doctor or healthcare professional to adjust the dosage 
of ABILIFY. 


These medicines* include: 

* ketoconazole (NIZORAL®) 

© quinidine (QUINIDEX®) 

© fluoxetine (PROZAC®) 

* paroxetine (PAXIL®) 
carbamazepine (TEGRETOL®) 


It is important to tell your doctor or healthcare professional about all the medicines 
you're taking, just to be sure. 


General Information: 

© ABILIFY is usually taken once a day, with or without food 

¢ ABILIFY should be kept out of the reach of children and pets 

© Store ABILIFY Tablets and Oral Solution at room temperature 

¢ For patients who must limit their sugar intake, be aware that ABILIFY Oral 
Solution contains sugar 

¢ If you have additional questions, talk to your doctor or healthcare professional 


Find out more about ABILIFY: 
Please visit our website at www.abilify.com/bipolardisorder 
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Pharmaceuticals; PROZAC is a registered trademark of Eli Lilly and Company; PAXIL is a registered trademark 
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where Joey places several bets (he wins $100 ona 
$20 ticket, but loses $1,500 overall) and meets his 
adoring fans. “Good luck!” yells a voice from the 
stands. “We're voting for you, Fat One!” But Joey 
and Kym are not the only Dancing couple getting 
bathed in attention: Apolo Anton Ohno and Julianne 
Hough are also at the Derby. Any ill will is squashed 
when Apolo offers the pair a private jet ride back 
to L.A. Joey can’t believe his good luck. “We were go- 
ing to have to be up at 5 a.m. to catch acommercial 
flight!” Sounds like it’s time for a celebratory drink. 


Sunday, May 6 


Sizing up the competition 
“Look at all that material that has to go in!” Joey 
gloats as safety pins are fastened to tighten up his 
mambo shirt. In the last three weeks, Joey hasn’t 
kept track of how much weight he’s lost, but he’s 
noticed it in his pants size. “I went from a 36-38 to 
a 34,” he says, checking himself out in the mirror. 
“T’min tobe thin!” It’s 4 p.m. and this final fitting will 
lead to the day’s main event: camera-blocking, 
where contestants run through their routines mul- 
tiple times so shooting angles can be configured. 
It’s the first time they'll see their competitors in 
action. “Everyone’s watching everyone else,” Joey 
reveals, eyeing Apolo a few feet away. Maybe he 
should focus on himself: Since they skipped 
rehearsal on Saturday, Joey and Kym have some 
catching up to do. Their first mambo run-through is 
shaky, and their waltz needs more work. You know 
what they say, Kym reminds her partner, “Bad dress 
rehearsal, brilliant performance.” 


Monday, May 7 


Just another manic Monday 

There’s a wardrobe malfunction of massive pro- 
portions. Kym’s mambo dress—a short, frilly gold 
number with a twirling ripple effect—has a pro- 
truding bulge in an unfortunate spot, leading Joey 
to cries of “hermaphrodite!” The frock will go into 
emergency surgery soon, but first, a final, full-dress 
rehearsal. Joey fumbles the opening hat toss on the 
mambo, but what's really concerning him is the waltz. 
“It’s so slow that it gives me time to think and 
second-guess myself,” he worries. “Plus, you have 
to make sure your posture’s good and all that crap.” 

Nodoubt Joey wants to impress the judges (Carrie 
Ann Inaba, Len Goodman, and Bruno Tonioli), but 
he’s expecting some friends in the crowd, too—fellow 
’N Syncer Chris Kirkpatrick and a once-anonymous 
*N Sync backup dancer by the name of Kevin Feder- 
line. “I hung out with K-Fed at the Derby,” says Joey. 
“He said he wanted to check out the show.” 

It proves a good night to be in the studio audi- 
ence. Most couples bring their A game, and the 
judges—perhaps inspired by the presence of Laila 
Ali’s father, Muhammad—are in a fighting mood 
(with each other). Bruno and Carrie Ann complain 
that Joey and Kym’s waltz is missing razzle-dazzle, 


Kym and Joey rehydrate 


) Joey basks in the 
Isve from fellow ’N 
Syhcer Kirkpatrick 


while Len argues it showed a different side to Mr. 
“Wham, bam, thank you ma’am.” The dance scores 
atotal of 26, while the mambo nets anear-perfect 29. 

After the show, Joey feels a touch of residual bit- 
terness toward Bruno. “They tell you, ‘Hey, we want 
this, you give it to them, and they’re like, ‘You should 
go back to what you did before.’ It’s like, ‘What do 
you want me to do, be myself or be a puppet?” At 
least Kirkpatrick is impressed. “I was proud of him,” 
says the former bandmate. “He turned his corni- 
ness into something really cool.” And what, pray 
tell, does Federline think? “He didn’t show,” says 
Joey. “K-Fed stood me up!” (Ouch.) 


Tuesday, May 8 


Living to dance another day...barely 

It’s two hours until the results show, but Joey 
doesn’t seem too upset that Apolo and Julianne 
have been selected to perform tonight’s “encore 
dance.” Nor does he seem particularly concerned 
with tonight's elimination. “Let them get their good 
scores now,” he says of his rivals, while relaxing in 
his trailer. “We’ll wait till the finals to get ours.” Or 
will they? During the show, Joey looks dazed when 
host Tom Bergeron informs him that he and Kym 
are in the bottom two. “All you can do is stand 
there,” he says of being covered in the ominous 
red light of jeopardy. Luckily, it is Billy Ray and 
Karina who are sent packing. After the show, Joey 
shakes his head as well-wishers from the audience 
express their shock. But he snaps out of it quick 
enough. After all, there are already new routines 
and outfits to pick. “Right now, I’m thinking about 
the work, because we’re still in it,” says Joey. “It’s 
not over till the fat dude sings.” @ 


| Rivals Hough and Ohno do the 
Derby with Joey ahd Kyms\, 


“Twas proud 
ofhim,” 
says former 
*N Syncer 
Kirkpatrick. 
“He turned 
his corniness 
into some- 
thing 
really cool.” 
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» 1, ILLEGAL PANDA 
» Moe has been known to 
"run some pretty shady 
_, operations out of his 
‘establishment, including, 
/ yes, a panda-smuggling 
é - ting. “When|seea 
+ beautiful, endangered 
a animal,” says Moe, “alls | 

can think is ‘Some jerk’s 
‘gonna shell out a lot of 


cabbage for this.’ 
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2. PICKLED EGGS 
There are countless ways 
to eat eggs, but to live 
longer, stay away from 
the pickled ones that 
have been stagnating 
on Moe's bar top 
since...well, let's ask him. 
“I'll be honest, Those 
eggs been there so long, 
the animal they came 

from is extinct.” 


3. FLAMING MOE 
Remember when Moe 
jacked Homer's recipe 
(secret ingredient: cough 
syrup) and named it the 
Flaming Moe? His cocktail- 
concocting days may not 
be over. “I got anew 
fancy-pants drink—it's a beer 
with a sardine in it. I call it 
‘A Beer With a Sardine in It.’ 
Patent pending.” 


“ee” 


‘4, AEROSMITH PIC 
Emotions were sweet 
when Aerosmith dropped: 
by. “Did you know ‘Dude 
(Looks Like a Lady)’ 
was written about a chick 
lalmost married? Boy, | 
dodged a bullet there.” 
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ORABRSTS SANGIN FAY NOILYUDdHO? Its 


5. BOGUS LICENSE ! 
Moe's liquor license look: 

fishier than an aquariu 
So why haven't the 


“The cops feel the 
greater public good is 
served by knowin’ where | 
am at all times. They 
don't want me going back 
to livin’ in the library. 
That was a dark time.” 


ILLUSTRATION BY. JULIUS PREITE 


6. BARNEY’S TAB 


arney’s bar tab is soaring 
out of control—NASA 


‘| 
authorities intervened? Aa once calculated it at $14 


billion—Moe has yet to cut 
off his freeloading friend. 
“You gotta have a hopeless 
case like Barney around, 
_ ‘cause he makes the 
functional alcoholics feel 
better about themselves.” 


Despite the fact that a 


7. LENNY AND CARL 
The world can be 
divided into two groups: 
those who lionize Lenny, 
and those who canonize 
Carl. Care to weigh in, 
Moe? “I'm gonna say 
Carl. ‘Cause he’s the only 
guy | know who reads this 
crappy magazine, 
and | don’t wanna hurt 
his feelings.” 


7 /Y vy v¥)x } 


It’s not every day that a primé=time comedy 
celebrates its 400th episode. So with 
Fox’s THE SIMPSONS hitting the four- 
century mark on May 20, Moe reluctantly 
agreed to let us toast the milestone at his 
disreputable watering hole-in-the-wall. 
After more arm-twisting, he even threw ina 
guided tour. He begins (gruffly, of course): 
“Moe's Tavern mixes old-world charm 

with new-world amenities and...1 can’t lie 
to you—drinking from a flask in the bus 
station is more fun.” —Dan Snierson 


9. HOMER SIMPSON 
Homer Simpson in his 
natural habitat—and by 
that, we mean any 

2 edifice that contains a 
better days. “Barney generous amount of 


peed in the machinery a 
couple years back and the 
Love Tester hasn't been 
accurate since. A lot 
of obvious ‘Cold Fish’ are 
comin’ up ‘Hot Tamale.” 


booze. “Homer isa terrific 
customer. We have an 
agreement: | serve him 
watered-down drinks and 
he pays me with 
counterfeit money.” 
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- SKECHERS 
Rock cut with.style! 


Visit Skechers. com 
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TV SEASON FINALES 


This week, The Office (above) closes for the summer and the 


docs of Grey’s Anatomy hang up their scrubs. Luckily, we can 


still look forward to climactic eps of Idol, Heroes, and more. 


THE REMINDER, Feist 
Shimmering folk-pop melodies and sensitive 
lyrics entwine on this Canadian chanteuse’s 
third full-length album. 


BASEBALL HAIKU | 
nine innings summed up s 

in seventeen syllables: — 
a book of brief verse 


JOHN OLIVER on ‘The Daily Show’ 
Watch out, Colbert. Jon Stewart's got a new 
sidekick, and he's seriously hilarious. Night after 
night, the tousle-haired Brit steals the Show from 
his fellow fake-news correspondents. 
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WAITRESS 
Audiences can pay tribute to the tragically lost talent 
of late writer-director-actress Adrienne Shelly (left, 
with costars Cheryl Hines and Keri Russell) by 
seeing her final film, a romantic drama. 


6. 


Just in time for 
spring, the R&B 
singer-songwriter 
is back on the 
charts with his 
second CD, filled 
with polished, 
love-struck tunes. 


Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


JULIE CHRISTIE 
in ‘Away From Her’ 
The screen legend is both 
lovely and poignant as a 
woman ravaged by 
Alzheimer's in this drama 
from thesp-turned-director 
Sarah Polley. 


THE SPOKEN WORD 
REVOLUTION REDUX 
Pore over the exquisitely expressive language of 
master poets, slam vets, and rockers in this new 
volume—and hear it, too, on the companion CD. 


WKRP IN CINCINNATI: SEASON ONE 
The DVD edition of CBS’ classic sitcom immortalizes 
the antics of FM-radio workers, among them sexy 
receptionist Jennifer Marlowe (Loni Anderson), 


DIGGERS 


A motley crew, including funnyman 
Paul Rudd (above), goes digging for 
clams and finds some bittersweet life 
lessons instead during this tale of 
Long Island in the ’70s, out on DVD. 
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‘PIRATES 2X CARIBBEAN 


AT WORLD'S END 
IN THEATERS MAY 25 


DIVE SAFELY. 


SOMEWHERE IN THE WORLD, WE'VE SUNKA TREASURE CHEST FILLED WITH GOLD 
DOUBLOONS AND A KEY TO THE ONE VEHICLE SAFE ENOUGH TO DRIVE THE 
TREASURE HOME-A BRAND-NEW VOLVO XC90. FIND IT, AND IT’S YOURS. 


JOIN THE HUNT AT VOLVOCARS.US/THEHUNT 


©2007 DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Volvo. for life 


©2007 Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark and “Volvo. for life” are registered trademarks of Volvo. Always remember to wear your seat belt. 
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London 
Falling 


This haunting horror sequel picks 
up where the inventive 

British zombie classic left off. 

BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


i. 


Byrne, Renner, 
Muggleton, and 
Poots take the 
undead walking tour 


In 28 Weeks Later, it’s not the 
devil-red eyes of the rabid 
infected or the feral, slobber- 

Rose Byrne, | ingsounds they make as they 
HaroldPerrineau | feed on human flesh that scare 

R,99 mins. | the bejesus out of us—it’s the 
(Fox Atomic) | sickening silence that now 
~~ blankets all of mainland 

Britain. It has also been four years since 28 Days 
Later, the startling, stylish, nihilistic, genre- 
crossing thriller from director Danny Boyle, 
made such a bloody splash. As the timekeeping 
title suggests, some six months have passed since 
a “rage virus” swept through London, turning the 
afflicted into a new breed of zombies for an age of 
terrorism and AIDS. In that time, U.S. troops have 
stormed in to contain the damage. And now 
America, represented in uniform by The Wire’s 
Idris Elba as a can-do Army general, has unilater- 
ally declared that the war on fundamentalist 


Robert Carlyle, 
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a 


Carlyle's 
‘gone zombie- 
spotting 


zombiehood has been won—Mission Accom- 
plished and all that. A green zone of quarantine 
and safety has been created in one corner of 
London. Let the reconstruction begin. 

Tell that to the terrified refugees hiding in 
the countryside. Don (Robert Carlyle from 
Trainspotting, his mean, ferrety aspects brought 
to the fore) and his wife, Alice (Braveheart’s 
Catherine McCormack), are two of the dispos- 
sessed, holed up in the candlelit darkness of an 
abandoned farm with a handful of other survivors, 
while brilliant sunshine streams outside with 
ajoyousness that calls for an English ode. Even 
with their teenage daughter, Tammy (relative 
newcomer Imogen Poots), and younger son Andy 
(total newcomer Mackintosh Muggleton) safely 
away at a location beyond the virus’ reach, Don 
and Alice take no chances, scuttling and hoarding 
in case death stalks green England again. 

Turns out it does. The populace has not been 
liberated completely from the viral scourge after 
all, and in a grand gory-as-all-get-out amplifica- 
tion of the juicy, jittery, video-textured frenzy 
established by Boyle in the original, sequel director 
Juan Carlos Fresnadillo lets loose almost imme- 
diately with a circus of yuck. We’re invited toa 
gruesome, quick-paced fiesta of swarming and 
feeding by some of the unpacified infected. In 
fact, terror still reigns in a shell-shocked nation 
located in close psychological proximity to the 
postapocalyptic England of Children of Men. Is 
this war winnable? Don’t count on it. 

How and under what ghastly circumstances the 
children are reunited with their parents is yours 
to discover. During that time, you'll also learn 
that at least one American doctor, played by 
Rose Byrne, and two American soldiers, played 
by Jeremy Renner and Harold Perrineau, are 
compassionate antidotes to Yankee blowhardism. 
But that still leaves a whole lot of coarse soldiers 
spying through high-powered telescopes on the 
population they’re meant to be protecting. And 
when their commanding officer orders a surge, 
these guys let loose a firestorm that turns one 
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of the world’s great cities into an inferno. 

What's mine to ponder is the grim reality that a 
sequel, especially to a movie that once surprised, 
can never produce the same bite as the original. 
The genre twist is no longer so novel, the dark- 
ness of tone no longer so unnerving, the gaudy 
zombiedom no longer so tasty. Plus, we’re missing 
the arresting hallucinatory stare of Cillian Murphy 
as the original zombiepocalypse survivor. 

But that also brings me back to the silence. 28 
Weeks Later excels at creating a keen, creepy sense 
of a civilization stopped dead in its tracks—vapor- 
ized, almost, except for those disemboweled bodies 
left still undisposed. Fresnadillo (director of 
the cool 2002 Spanish thriller Intacto) and his 
screenwriting team have a good feeling for big- 
city emptiness—famous London landmarks that 
might just as well be rubble, so ghostly do they 
look. But the filmmakers also appreciate what it 
feels like to be living day to day in limbo, as if with 
the mute button on. 

Having reconnected at one point with their 
father and been resettled in exactly the kind of 
ugly high-rise that might make Prince Charles, an 
outspoken critic of modern architecture, say rude 
things, Tammy and Andy slip free (as children are 
apt to do) from their designated urban safety area 
for some unsupervised play. Eluding detection, 
they set out for their childhood home in another, 
cozier part of the city. Everything looks the same 
but different, inviting but devoid of all hope. 
Indeed, England looks, in this grisly hybrid thriller, 
as if it has had the blood sucked out of it by a force 
that isn’t going to stop at the borders. B+ 
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BLADES OF GLORY 


CRITICAL MASS 


A sampling of critics from across the country grade 10 current releases. 


+28 Weeks Later 
isn't the first time 
Robert Carlyle has 
been ina flick where 
people get eaten by 
other people. The 
Trainspotting vet also 
starred in 1999's 
cannibal jamboree 
Ravenous (above). 


DISTURBIA 


GRINDHOUSE A- A B| B- A- B 


THE HOAX - Be B+ B B+ 
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HOT FUZZ 


4 LUCKY YOU 


PERFECT STRANGER 


SPIDER-MAN 3 


*EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join. go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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ADVERTISING PROMOTION 


ASSEMBLE YOUR OWN 
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Fina and Beyond 


Purchase your very own collectible Heroes Bundle— 
featuring all five Heroes covers—for only $10! 
This special offer is available online at ew.com/heroescovers. 


Combine all five covers to create one stunning image! 


Entertainment EW.com 


+Two-disc set! 


+ +Now digitally remastered 
‘from the original 65mm print! 


+ Special features include 
an “isolated score” option! 


OWN IT MAY 22! 
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Fonda and 
Lohan face off 


a . | a 
Ladies’ Plight 
Three generations of difficult women spend 


a summer coming to terms with each other. 
BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


Even in the age of kicked-up tabloid 
voyeurism, there is generally a firewall 


Lindsay Lohan, | between the way astar behaves on screen 
JaneFonda, | andoff. Take Lindsay Lohan, whois all 
Felicity Huffman | perky, freckled sunshine in her movies, all 
R, 111 mins. | wild-child hellion in the tabs. The firewall 

(Universal) | comes down, though, in Georgia Rule, a 


clunky family-therapy soaper, written by 
Mark Andrus and directed by Garry Marshall, that has the 
bad taste—or, maybe, the good commercial sense—to exploit 
Lohan’s public image as a girl who just can’t help it. 

As Rachel, forced by her skittery, hard-drinking mom 
(Felicity Huffman) to spend the summer before college living 
with her scoldingly square grandmother (Jane Fonda) in 
small-town Idaho, Lohan parades her viper-on-a-diet body 
in billowy short skirts, with a spitfire temper to match. 
Rachel, a baby harlot and compulsive liar, uses sex as a 
weapon, and she’s not above cruelty: When she’s out witha 
handsome hippie boy who happens to be a Mormon, she 
practically ravishes him, but only because she gets off on the 
violation. (He spends the film’s next hour apologizing to 
God.) Lohan hits a true note of spiteful princess narcissism. 
Unfortunately, it’s the only note the film allows her to play. 

Leave it to Garry Marshall to make a feel-good movie about 
alcoholism, nymphomania, and possible child sexual abuse. 
When Rachel announces that her stepfather (Cary Elwes) 
began sleeping with her at the age of 12, we have no idea if 
she’s telling the truth, and that uncertainty lurches the film 
back and forth: Did he or didn’t he? Is she a victim or just a brat 
who longs to be loved? As Rachel’s mom arrives and goes ona 
bender, acting out her hatred for her own mother (yes, it’s 
that kind of movie), Fonda’s Georgia takes it all in with her 
cracked and tart-tongued Yankee nobility. Her puritanism is 
the family’s original sin—though, in the end, it will save the 
day. Fonda runs with it, but deserves better than the role ofa 
dowager who looks as if she’d like to police Golden Pond. 
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NIGHT DAY WIGHT: BENOIT DEBIE 


T'AIME: FREDERIQUE BARRAJA: DAY 


PARIS, JE 


Natalie Portman, Elijah Wood, 
Steve Buscemi, Nick Nolte 
R, 120 mins. (First Look) 


Anthology films usually work 
better in theory than execution, 
but this feature parade of shorts 
is a blithe, worldly, and enchanting 
exception. It's an 18-canto love 
poem not just to Paris but to the 
romantic dislocations of urban 
life. The highlights include Joel 
and Ethan Coen’s antic subway 
tale, with Steve Buscemi trapped 
in a metro station; Walter Salles 
and Daniela Thomas’ definitive 
tweak of the class contradictions 
of nannies and their employers; 
and, best of all, Alexander Payne's 
sublime snapshot of a hilariously 
stunted middle-American tourist 
(Margo Martindale) who, on the 
loneliest of vacations, witnesses 
the birth of her soul. A= —OG 


Thibault Vingon, Alexandre 
Steiger, Malik Zidi 
Unrated, 107 mins. (Strand) 


American shorthand for the very 
brilliant, very cocky, and very toxic 
friend at the heart of Emmanuel 
Bourdieu's satisfying French 
drama would be underminer: 
André (Thibault Vingon) by turn 
counsels and bullies his university 
pals with his intellectual brio and 
cool self-assurance. And the 
pals? They're eager to think he’s 
as magnifique as he thinks he is, 
even as he mucks about, cruelly, 
with their fates. While the young 
people chatter about life and 
literature with sometimes over- 
bearing self-satisfaction, the 
astute filmmaker observes their 
pretentious gum-flapping with a 
mixture of amusement, compas- 
sion, and wised-up rue. A= —LS 


Chris Eigeman, Famke 
Janssen, lan Holm 
Unrated, 86 mins. (New Yorker) 


How does an attractively neurotic, 
intellectually vain New Yorker 
(Chris Eigeman, a familiar pres- 
ence in the movies of Whit Still- 
man) learn to allow himself to be 
happy with a beautiful, wealthy, 
interested young widow (Famke 
Janssen) and her two kids? In one 
minuscule, New Yorker magazine- 
centric part of the world, he 
turns to the handyman of 

choice: a stern psychoanalyst 
(lan Holm). The filmmaking is 
rudimentary in Oren Rudavsky's 
adaptation of Daniel Menaker's 
novel, but the feeling for the 
patient-and-shrink dynamic is 
authentic. And Holm makes a 
colorful Freudian who may be 
more fantasy than real. —LS 


Luisa Williams, Josh P. 
Weinstein, Gareth Saxe 
Unrated, 94 mins. (IFC First Take) 


A stunt masquerading as a 
statement. In Julia Loktev's 
maddeningly austere and self- 
important drama, an American 
woman (Luisa Williams), 19 
years old, arrives in Manhattan to 
carry out a mission as a suicide 
bomber. Is she a homegrown 
Islamic terrorist? An especially 
irate lefty blogger? We're never 
given a clue, so the whole /t can 
happen here! scenario unfolds in 
a vague “cautionary” vacuum. 
The silent preparatory rituals— 
meetings with hooded comrades, 
the strapping on of the bomb— 
culminate with a death walk, in 
real time, through Times Square, 
a sequence of the most purely 
opportunistic suspense. —0G 
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Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 


Now Playing 


Away From Her 
PG-13, 110 mins. 

Julie Christie is mesmeriz- 
ing as a woman losing her 
memory to Alzheimer's, 

in a delicate drama about 
the mysteries of what 
binds couples in marriage 
and what sets them free. 
B (#933, May 11) —LS 


The Condemned 
R, 113 mins. 

As one of 10 death-row 
convicts competing in a 
brutal reality show for their 
freedom, Steve Austin does 
the taciturn bruiser as well 
as anyone. Cheesy enough 
to satisfy your B-movie 
cravings. B= (#933, May 
11) —Mare Bernardin 


Disturbia 

PG-13, 104 mins. 

As a teenager who spies 
on his neighbors, Shia 
LaBeouf puts his anxieties 
right out there, but the 
film lacks cleverness. B— 
(#930, April 20) —OG 


Fracture 

R, 113 mins. 

Anthony Hopkins, as a 
smirky evil genius, and 
Ryan Gosling, as a sharkish 
prosecutor, are stylish 
antagonists. B+ (#931/ 
932, April 27/May 4) —OG 


Hot Fuzz 

R, 121 mins. 

Clever Brits parody our 
noisy action crap! Spot on, 
punks! B+ (#931/932, 
April 27/May 4) —LS 


The Invisible 
PG-13, 97 mins. 

It's The Sixth Sense set 
in high school, but this 
time there's no mystery. 
D (#933, May 11) —OG 


Lucky You 

PG-13, 124 mins. 

In Curtis Hanson's losing 
hand of a poker-based 
drama, the passion for 
authenticity gives way to 
alienating obsession. 

D+ (#933, May 11) —LS 


Next 

PG-13, 96 mins. 

What you should say when 
you're considering which 
movie ticket to buy. Nicolas 
Cage plays a guy who can 
see into the future for 

two minutes at a time. 

D (#933, May 11) —LS 


Spider-Man 3 
PG-13, 139 mins. 

It's product, but it's a 
machine that tickles your 
eyes. Peter Parker, in the 
guise of Spider-Man, now 
faces three villains, plus his 
own hidden demons, and 
that's a lot of burden to 
pile on Tobey Maguire's 
star-child gawk. The “dark 
side” of Spider-Man is 
never more than cosmetic, 
but some of the effects 
are indelible—notably 
Sandman, who might 

have risen from the digital 
desert of a Mummy sequel. 
B-— (#933, May 11) —OG 


The Valet 

PG-13, 83 mins. 

The tumblers of this well- 
oiled French farce make 
satisfying clicks as the 
pieces lock merrily into 
place. A= (#931/932, 
April 27/May 4) —LS 


Waitress 

PG-13, 104 mins. 
Adrienne Shelly's delec- 
table Dixie screwball romp 
never loses its spry sense 
of discovery, mixing flavors 
as brazenly as Jenna (Keri 
Russell), a pregnant diner 
waitress, does in her pies, 
What lifts the audience is 
the portrait of Jenna awak- 
ening to the life inside her. 
A (#933, May 11) —OG 


Zoo 

Unrated, 76 mins. 

A poetic documentary 
about men who have sex 
with horses. It tries to turn 
zoophiles into the ultimate 
misunderstood minority 
group. After Zoo, you still 
won't understand them. 
C (#933, May 11) —OG 


THE CHART 


BOX OFFICE 


Spider-Man 3 


Well, duh. It was no surprise 
that the Spidey sequel had 
a monster debut. What was 
surprising was how big a 
monster it was: The web- 
slinger's third outing had 
the biggest single-day and 
weekend grosses of all time, 
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2 
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19 


20 


SPIDER-MAN 3 


DISTURBIA 


© Nearly a month after its 
surprise No. 1 debut, this scrappy 
teen thriller is still beating the 
odds with a relatively healthy 
weekend gross and a runner-up 
spot next to one of the biggest 
movies in history. Not too 
shabby, Shia. 


FRACTURE 
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GRross* 
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$5.8 
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3,132 


NUMBER OF 


Dee) ssa 


WEEKEND 
PER SITE | PERCENTAGE 
AVERAGE CHANGE 


WEERG IN 


Gross TO 
RELEASE poate 


- 1 $151.1 


$1,866 -35 4 $60.0 


2,365 


$1,563 


THE INVISIBLE 


2,019 


$1,615 


NEXT 


2,133 


$1,058 


LUCKY YOU 


© Bad word of mouth meant 
that Curtis Hanson’s much- 
delayed poker romance was flat 
out of luck, As a result, star 
Drew Barrymore suffered the 
worst wide-release opening of 
her 27-year career. And that 
includes 2003's ‘Duplex.’ 


2,525 


x2 


$1,073 


MEET THE ROBINSONS $1,243 

BLADES OF GLORY $1,140 

HOT FUZZ $2.2 1,266 $1,753 

ARE WE DONE YET? $17 1,704 $1,024 ~49 5 $46.2 

VACANCY $1.5 1,698 $on ~62 3 $16.5 

THE CONDEMNED $1.3 2,310 $547 ~67 2 i $6.2 

WILD HOGS $0.9 960 $947 -5] 10 $160.0 

KICKIN’ |T OLD SKOOL $0.8 1,585 $526 ~66 2 $3.8 

IN THE LAND OF WOMEN $0.8 1,008 $72 Ln | 

PERFECT STRANGER $0.6 625 $921 -13 

THE NAMESAKE $0.5 282 $1,724 -33 9 $1.5 
—— 

BLACK BOOK $0.4 153 $2,816 10 5 $1.8 


© Not everyone got caught in 
Spidey’s web this weekend: In its 
fifth week of release, Paul 
Verhoeven’s WWII drama 
posted the only increase—and 
the second-highest per-screen 
average—in the top 20. 


300 


THE REAPING 


$635 


SOURCE: NIELSEN EDI, WEEKEND OF MAY 4-6 * WEEKENO-GROSS AND GROSS-TO-DATE FIGURES IN MILLIONS. 
t INCLUDES SOME MULTISCREEN THEATERS AND PRINTS SHIPPED AS WELL AS INDIVIDUAL SCREENS 
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{Debris From House Fire 
~~ Art Mosaic 


Contents Of A Bird’s Stomach 


Surfrider 
Each year, over one million seabirds die from mistaking plastic and other trash for food. MAKE WAVES. Go to surfrider.org Foundation. 


KING: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE.COM 


Pan's | Asif Pan’s Labyrinth weren't 
Labyrinth | already one of the most 
IvanaBaquero, | enjoyable movies in recent 
SergiLépez, | memory, now comes a two- 
AriadnaGil | disc DVD that renders this 
R,119mins,, | ravishing, complex fairy tale 
2006 | even more entrancing. You'd 
think that Labyrinth, with its 
rich, twin-plot scenario—a young girl’s life in 
post-civil-war Spain, and the three tasks she 
must complete to prove she’s actually the 
princess of a magical underground realm— 
would benefit from Jess explanation of the 
methods and motives behind its making. But 
Mexican writer-director Guillermo del Toro is 
such a wizardly artist that listening to his 
commentary track and journeying through his 
technical and creative process in the bonus 
featurettes add layers of pleasure. 
Del Toro generously points out the homages 
his film pays to such classic fantastical tales 
as Alice in Wonderland and The Wizard of Oz, 
and observes that his own gorgeous creation 
contains themes “about choice and disobedi- 
ence.” Labyrinth contrasts the life that 10-year- 
old Ofelia (the grave Ivana Baquero) endures 
under her cruel stepfather (a fastidiously 
ferocious Sergi Lopez) with her secret adven- 
tures alongside creatures such as the faun Pan 
and the icky, semi-faceless Pale Man (both 


Black 
Magic 


Guillermo del Toro’s grim 
fairy tale is even more 


Mp fantastical on DVD. 
IV BY KEN TUCKER 


Jones 
fauns over 
Baquero 


portrayed by Doug Jones with masterful physical 
expressiveness beneath considerable makeup 
and costume). 

Feeling powerless to stop the brutality her 
military stepfather inflicts upon her mother 
(Ariadna Gil) and those beneath him, Ofelia 
at first seems to retreat into the underground 
kingdom she chances upon. But to paraphrase 
what del Toro says in a featurette, monsters 
exist to represent heroes’ fears and problems 
and as she rises to each supernatural challenge 
and faces down scary critters, her testing by 
these mythical beings steels her to challenge 
human evil as well. Despite its startling physical 
and emotional violence, Labyrinth remains true 
to del Toro’s description: a “hopelessly melan- + 
choly, romantic movie.” 

The DVD extras include glimpses of the 
filmmaker’s elaborate notebook drawings, and 
he expounds eloquently on the literary and 
philosophical underpinnings of his movie in the 
featurette “The Power of Myth.” This commen- 
tary is a wild treat: Del Toro goes from patiently 
explaining Spanish civil war history to justifying 
the sumptuousness of certain scenes. (They “are 
not eye candy—they are, to me, eye protein!” he 
insists.) All this, plus why he thinks “cows are 
evil” and “horses are nasty motherf---ers.” Like 
his movie, del Toro infuses everything around 
him with a tempestuous thrill. A 
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Signoret: 
femme 
with a plan 


a . Sj ee 2 « “eS 
f | Salvation ‘Army’ 


———4 ix Doug Walvamns Spies! Nazis! Berets! A long-lost French 
masterpiece finally makes it to DVD. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


en 


Meet celebrity therapist > Army of | Maybe it was because he refused to cozy 
Dr Elizabeth Goode Shadows | upto the French New Wave. Or maybe it 
ard: - Lino Ventura, | Was because he could be a bit of a bastard. 
Simone Signoret | Whatever the case, Jean-Pierre Melville 
Unrated, | never enjoyed the same swooning 
145 mins., 1969 reverence from art-house types in 
America as his countrymen Jean-Luc 
Godard and Francois Truffaut. That may be about to change. 
Made in the period between his fatalistic, trench-and- 
fedora noirs Le Samourai and Le Cercle Rouge, Army of Shad- 
ows is undeniably Melville’s masterpiece—a devastating, nail- 
biting French Resistance thriller that, oddly, has never been 
available on this side of the Atlantic. So consider this two-disc 
Criterion set the Dead Sea Scrolls of ’60s French cinema. 
Partly based on Melville’s own experiences during WWII, 
Shadows traces the cloak-and-dagger exploits of a small band 
of underground spies as they play cat and mouse with the 
, jackbooted Gestapo, grappling with questions of loyalty and 
EVERY WEDNESDAY at 11:00 PM et/pt On STARZ . cowardice. Spanning four months in the midst of the Nazi 
PREMIERES APRIL 18. occupation, the film kicks off with a haunting re-creation of 
the Nazis parading down the Champs-Elysées, goose-step- 
ping in front of the Arc de Triomphe. It then dives headfirst 


From the hard-hitting 


comedians of Martin.Lawrence Presents 1st Amendment Stand Up, into the lives of its cast of doomed, anonymous heroes. Ven- 
to the insults and insanity of The Bronx Bunny Show and Head Case, tura oozes cerebral cool as the cell’s world-weary leader, 
these are exclusive original series with bite. Jean-Pierre Cassel is heartbreaking as the young recruit who 


can’t muster the courage to risk his life when it matters most, 
and Signoret, a brassy chain-smoking Shelley Winters look- 
INSIDE HOLLYWOOD. ee alike, proves that existential woe isn’t limited to les hommes. 
Besides a gorgeous print, the feast of extras includes 
starz documentaries on both the Resistance and Melville, as 
Shere ORIGINALS well as spicy commentaries from his crew, who, 37 years 


on, still seem afraid of their tyrannical leader...even 
though he’s been dead for ages. A 


SUZANNE TENNER; BREAKING AND ENTERING: LAURIE SPARHAM: CAGNEY & LACEY: ROBERT PHILLIPS/EVERETT COLLECTION 


BECAUSE | SAID SO 


Becausel Said So 
Diane Keaton, 

Mandy Moore 

PG-13, 102 mins., 2007 


The story of a lonely mother 
(Keaton) looking for love for 
her daughter (Moore) and 
finding it for herself plays 
better on DVD. Perhaps 
that's because Keaton's 
screeching and over-the- 
top physical comedy—a 
misplaced tribute to Lucille 
Ball—aren't quite as grating 
when viewed on the small 
screen. EXTRAS Sorry, 
there are no reactions to 
the miserable reviews. Just 
two meager making-ofs, in 
which the juiciest tidbit 
has Lauren Graham con- 
fessing that the actresses 
bonded by discussing their 
eBay purchases. That lively 
dialogue we might have 
enjoyed. G+ —Mandi Bierly 


Big 

Extended Edition 
Tom Hanks, 
Elizabeth Perkins 
PG, 130 mins., 1988 


As Josh Baskin, the kid 
trapped in a man's body, 
could attest, bigger isn’t 
always better. The 25 extra 
minutes—featuring Perkins’ 
toy exec cracking the whip 
and Josh’s hunt for an 
all-white tux—are mostly 
superfluous, EXTRAS Four 
packed docs confirm the 
FAO Schwarz keyboard bit 
was not improvised—it took 
months of prep—but the 
baby-corn-nibbling scene 
was. Also, Hanks was cast 
after Robert De Niro 
dropped out, and had no 
clue about Big's imminent 
success, telling Perkins, 
“We're going straight to 
video." B+ —Jeff Labrecque 


Breaking and 
Entering 

Jude Law, 

Juliette Binoche, 
Robin Wright Penn 
R, 119 mins., 2006 


The latest from Anthony 
Minghella (Cold Mountain) 
finds Law playing an archi- 
tect whose strained ties to 
his girlfriend (Wright Penn) 
are further tested by his 
attraction to a seamstress 
(Binoche). Yep, it's about 
the design of both buildings 
and relationships! It's also 
painfully dull. EXTRAS A 
making-of doc and director's 
commentary add little to 
the experience. While dis- 
cussing the deleted scenes, 
Minghella even mentions 
the “irony” of their inclu- 
sion on the DVD given that 
he had final cut on the 
project. G+ —Clark Collis 


TVon DVD 


ARRESTING OFFICERS 


Cagney & Lacey remains a real force, but the dearth of extras is criminal 


This “25th anniversary” edition of 
Cagney & Lacey is dubbed “the 
true beginning.” Sure, if you ignore 
the 1981 TV movie starring Loretta 
Swit as Christine Cagney and 
Tyne Daly as Mary Beth Lacey, 
and the six episodes spun off from 
that with Meg Foster in Swit's 
role. But CAGNEY & LACEY: 
SEASON 1 (Unrated, 1,083 mins., 
1982-83) represents the first 


full season of TV's pioneering female cop drama that featured Daly and her perfectly 
cast counterpoint, Sharon Gless. (One or the other won the Emmy for Best Actress 
in a Drama every year the show was on.) The series itself was equally stellar, both 
in terms of its unabashed feminism off screen (hiring female writers and direc- 
tors) and its topicality. It's often said that without Cagney & Lacey, there could 
have been no Thelma & Louise. And without C&L episodes on onetime taboos such 
as date rape, it's also hard to imagine there being a Law & Order: SVU. Fans will be 
disappointed to learn there are few extras in this edition, with only two making- 
of featurettes and no commentary tracks. But there are nice details like producer 
Barney Rosenzweig's battle with CBS to keep the show on the air; Daly's campaign 
to get Gless to take the part (“Basically, | got her drunk and she said yes"); and 
the curious fact that Lacey never used contractions. Well, sort of—there is one. 
Midway through the season, Lacey offers her partner a “You're exceptional, 
Christine.” Given how true it was of them both, we'll let it go. —Alynda Wheat 


THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


MUSEUM 


The Ben Stiller 


comedy channeled its 
box office domination 


into stellar DVD 


sales, besting seven 
other new releases. 


NIGHT AT THE 


tox | 
TOP 20 WE | SIR. | peace 
1 NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM — ($2502 1 C- 
© Foxplopped a giant 
model dinosaur—much like 
the film’s star Rexy—on a 
flatbed truck and took it 
cross-country on an 11-city 
promotional tour for this 
DVD launch. The gimmick 
paid off: ‘Museum’ sold 6 mil- 
lion units in its first week. 
ra) 6DEJAVU — |$64.0 1 | Ce 
I —aan 
<i) THE QUEEN — |$564 1 B 
Cy) =SMOKIN' ACES 1 |$358) 2 B- 
j 
5 HAPPY FEET 4 ($1980 5 A- 
6 FREEDOM WRITERS 2 |$366 2 B- 
| = 
7 CODE NAME: THE CLEANER — | $81 1 0° 
© Even box office duds 


can clean up in DVD sales: 
This Cedric the Entertainer 


comedy grossed only 


$8.1 million in theaters but 


made a decent debut. 


t:) ©=CHARLOTTE'S WEB 


=) =THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND 3 | $6, 2 B- 


uit] ~THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 6 


i) BLOOD DIAMOND 


ir) ©=NCIS: SEASON 3 


© Only two small-screen 
titles made the top 20 last 
week, but on this pass, TV 
lived large on DVD. In addi- 
tion to CBS’ Navy crime 
drama, buyers tuned in to 


‘Planet Earth’ (No. 13), 


‘WKRP..’ (No. 18), and tyke 
title ‘Wonder Pets’ (No. 19). 


a) PLANET EARTH 
iC CASINO ROYALE 


ut] THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


i\-3) ERAGON 13 | $75.0 6 c 
ivys) BORAT 15 $1285 8 B+ 
ul: $=WKRP IN CINCINNATI: ST - = 1 B+ 
ui: }~=WONDER PETS: SAVE THE... = = 1 = 


eto} THE DEPARTED 


16 ($1324, 1 A- 


SOURCES: RENTRAK RETAIL ESSENTIALS FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 28, 2007; NIELSEN ED! *IN MILLIONS. 


t ORIGINAL THEATRICAL GRADE 
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+ Gilmore fans who 
will miss watching 
the action at 

Luke’s Diner or the 
Dragonfly Inn can 
take some solace 
ina trip to Wash- 
ington Depot, 
Conn. That quaint 
community inspired 
Stars Hollow after 
creator Amy 
Sherman-Palladino 
stopped there while 
on aroad trip. 
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Goodbye 
Girls 


As the brilliantly chatty Gilmore 
falls silent, an appreciation 

of Stars Hollow’s glory days. 
BY KEN TUCKER 


Gilmore Girls, which wraps up 
forever on May 15, worked be- 


Tuesdays, | cause byall rights it shouldn’t 
8 p.m. have. Its creator, Amy Sher- 
The CW man-Palladino, is a San Fer- 


nando Valley Jewish girl who 
created a Connecticut WASP fantasy world so 
real, no one noticed William F. Buckley Jr. was 
missing from it. Furthermore, it was a drama 
played for laughs and speed, yet its greatest theme 
was dead serious: Love is its own reward, but it 
can leave some of the best humans unrewarded. 
Sherman-Palladino always said that her cre- 
ation was about two best friends who happened 
to be mother and daughter. That was the pitch 
that sold the show to The WB and birthed a per- 
fect television idyll: an ideal relationship placed 
within an ideal community that we were all, 
supposedly, too jaded/media-savvy to respond to. 
Hah. Millions of us not only did, we yearned for 
that damn fantasy. Depending on who youare, 
you wanted Lauren Graham’s Lorelai Gilmore as 
either your mother/sister/wife/hot girlfriend; 
you wanted Alexis Bledel as your daughter/sis- 
ter/roommate/hot girlfriend; and you definitely 
wanted to live in that it-takes-a-village- without- 
Starbucks, Stars Hollow. Combine this with 
Sherman-Palladino’s protean gift for cultural 
references in some cross between Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 and Ulysses, and you lived 


\ {| Maternal 
flame: Graham 
\. and Bledel 


each week, to borrow from critic Wilfrid Sheed, 
in “an old world with a fresh coat of words.” 

While its assiduous mixture of comedy and 
drama doubtless prevented it from winning the 
Emmys it deserved (industry ignorance of the 
writing and of Graham’s performance in particu- 
lar will remain an eternal scandal), the series was 
actually a musical comedy: the zinging rhythm to 
the wordplay, the scenes that peaked like Broad- 
way showstoppers, and the actual melodies that 
bridged scenes (thank you, Sam Phillips). 

There are too many supporting cast members 
to single out just one, so I’ll pick three. Rory’s pal 
Paris seemed, at first, a prissy pill; she became, in 
Liza Weil’s surpassingly deft achievement, unique 
among best-friend roles: intellectual, obnoxious, 
and utterly beguiling. And Kelly Bishop and 
Edward Herrmann as Lorelai’s parents were, 
every second on screen, pros who could advise, 
hector, and soothe with debonair slyness. 

The current Sherman-Paladino-less, death- 
blow season was more accurately Gilmore Ghosts, 
as the exhausted actors bumped into the furniture 
searching for their departed souls and smart 
punchlines. Next week, after the last new episode 
airs, we can go back to enjoying the series as it 
will exist now and forever in reruns or on DVD: 
six seasons of magnificent mixed emotions, with 
performances as shaded as a spot under a Stars 
Hollow elm tree. Seasons 1-6: A Season 7: 


CANDIDATE CAMERA THE CHART 


OBAMA: RAY MICKSHAW/ WIREIMAGE.COM; MCCAIN: CHRISTOPHER MORRIS/VI/AP/WIDE WORLD, CLINTON: CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP/WIDE WORLD: GIULIANI: ROB CARR/AP/WIDE WORLD; PIVEN: MICHAEL BUCKNER/GETTY IMAGES; STACEY: FRANK MICELOTTA/GETTY IMAGES 


If actor-turned-senator-turned-actor Fred Thompson enters the presiden- 
tial race, NBC will have to yank his episodes of Law & Order due to the 
equal-time law. Or the network could give his rivals their own shows. Guess 
which option we're more excited about. —Scott Brown 


a “Blaze of Glory." — a ee 
THE TOP 20 VIEWERS* | LAST WEEK 
AMERICAN IDOL 288 | 1 
\ H ' Fox, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
MY NAME IS ' McCAIN AND 1 HILLARY-OUS! ! GIULIANI TIME! 
OBAMA 1 McCAIN'T {  InthisRoseanne- | Theclock is ticking, AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 267 | 2 
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one he's...meeting —; ren's program ousewife just ; hing amok, and served as the pilot for Addison’s po- 
them.Lookfora : aboutapairof tryingtogeta +: somebody's gonna tential spin-off—brought in 1.1 million 
corn-based ethanol squabbling : break. Sample plot: } get a beating. It's a more viewers than last week's episode, 
subplot during ; — puppetswho | Wackyneighbor ! suspenseful and eemucrenny tt ies will likely 
sweeps. Fall'smost | flat-outrefuseto {| DavidGeffenis | confusing hour of Z Z 2 
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series, Obama isthe : (Although ! again, and Chelsea : security. Also Fox, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
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show critics are realistically, we're | brings home a} starring John Ed- EW CSICBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. 190 | 4 
calling “clean” and : probably lookingat : Young Republican. : wards: America’s 
“articulate,” shortly : anotherfiveyears ; Catchphrase: Mayor meets DANCING WITH THE STARS 19.0 | 6 
before they're fired. { orsoonthisone.) } “Biiiiiilllll!" = | = America’s Hair! POS Monday, Spat: 
yi ~=6CSI: MIAMI CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 172 8 
DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES 172 i 
ABC, Sunday, 9 p.m. 
SO U RY D B H f ES J) DANCING WITH THE STARS 163 | 9 
ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
“You think God wants my breath le §=WITHOUT A TRACE CBS, Sunday, 10 p.m. 147 13 
” 
to smell? Th NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 38 | 10 
—ARI GOLD (JEREMY PIVEN), ON EATING A MINT INSTEAD 
OF FASTING DURING YOM KIPPUR, ON ENTOURAGE LE SURVIVOR: FlJl CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 37 ie 
TWO AND A HALF MEN 137 | 15 
“ +4) at : CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 
Well, it’s official—I am the only single 
sorority sister left. Guess it's true what they COLD CASE CBS, Sunday, 9 p.m. 137 | 16 
say: the first one to be in a threesome, last 15 Roane a3 
one to get married. CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m, 
—MELODY (KERI RUSSELL) ON SCRUBS 
F : i[-) THE KING OF QUEENS. 130 | 14 
“ , . 
It's great to be in San Francisco. San Francisco CBS, Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
has several nicknames: the Golden Gate City, 
the City by the Bay, or my favorite—L.A. With SSN CBS Wednesday 1C/pun. 13.0: 
Books. if:] SHARK CBS, Thursday, 10:01 p.m. 25) 
—CONAN O'BRIEN ON LATE NIGHT 
y A at:] LOST ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 12.3 18 
In other bikini news... | bet Anderson Cooper 
has never said that.” ris} DEAL OR NO DEAL NBC, Monday, 8 p.m. 121 21 
= HAVING AN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS, ON : 
eve ea, AVINS AN Eee TENT SSR ee OFF THE CHART NBC's ‘SNL in the ‘90s: Pop Culture 
‘ Nation’ (43rd) drew only 7.9 million nostalgia buffs 
“Sometimes the clothes at Gap Kids are just pean Wd in ent Pais eee 
' ratings drop jor speciais isn tyunny: le 
too flashy. So I’m forced to go to the American First Five Years of SNL’ nabbed 12.2 million viewers. 
Girl store and order clothes for large Here’s anew mystery for ‘Veronica Mars’ (96th) 
colonial dolls.” to solve: When it returned after a nine-week break, 
—THE PETITE-SIZE ANGELA (ANGELA KINSEY), DISCUSSING 15 percent of its audience had disappeared. Worse, 


HER SHOPPING HABITS, ON THE OFFICE 


THE RATINGS 


* IN MILUIONS 


AMERICAN 
IDOL 


Chris Richardson 
went out with Bon 
Jovi's “Wanted Dead 
or Alive,” while Phil 
Stacey (right) left in 


it nabbed 700K fewer viewers than ‘Pussycat Dolls 
Present: The Search for the Next Doll.’ 


WEEK OF APRIL 30-MAY 6, 2007 SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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INSTANT KARMA 
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SAVE BARFUR 
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Pa ea a SAVE LIVES NOW = GO TO Bm ° 
IN STORES JUNE 12 www.instantkarma.erg ca 
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BY ALYNDA WHEAT 


WHAT toWAT CH... ciscnsiconson 


The following takes 
place between episodes 
399 and 400 


THE a : 
SIMPSONS E VWs : 


SEASON FINALE 


SUNDAY 5.20 
8-9pm 


The Simpsons rox, tv-Pc-tv 

“| can't believe we're at the 400th 
episode,” says exec producer Al Jean. 
“It seems like just yesterday we were working on the 399th.” 
Tonight kicks off with No. 399, a 24 spoof featuring Kiefer 
Sutherland and Mary Lynn Rajskub. Then, in the historic 
400th episode, a surprise unspools (“something that hasn't 
been seen in years,” promises Jean), Ludacris raps as gangsta 
toothpaste Luda-Crest, and Kent Brockman is fired for an 
on-air obscenity. What's the bad word? Teases Jean: “| can 


only say it’s represented by four sound effects.” Happy honk— 
screech—gobble-—slide whistle 400th, guys. —Dan Snierson 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Monday 5.14. 


Season Finale 


How | Met Your Mother 
CBS, TV-PG-L 

Ted and Robin have a big 
secret! Is it: 

(a) a baby? 

(b) a breakup? 

(c) adamn shame that only 
we 14 viewers will care? 


Season Finale 


Two and a Half Men 
CBS, TV-PG 

Charlie and Alan work out 
their daddy issues with 
Robert Wagner. Which, like 
the word titillate, sounds 
kinkier than intended. 


Heroes 

NBC, TV-14-V 

Omigod, you guys, | saw the 
taping of this episode! Hiro 
and his dad have a totally 
nerdgasmic sword fight! 


Season Premiere 


How Do | Look? 

Style, TV-PG 

Finola Hughes shows a cop 
that handcuffs are for work 
and home—not going out. 


Season Finale 


The Game 

The CW, TV-14-DL 

Malik, you shouldn't mind 
being seen with your chubby 
ex. After all, she's clearly fine 
with being seen with a creep. 


American Experience: 
Alexander Hamilton 
PBS, TV-PG-V 

Actually, not an ex-prez. Hey, 
go use that on a fifth grader 
before they find out. Hurry! 
Who knows when those 
Children of the Corn will 
strike next? *check local listings 


SERIES FINALE 


9-10Pm 
The King 
of Queens 
CBS, TV-PG 


Kevin James 

(above) and the rest of 
the cast go out ona high 
note. So, no, they don't 
bump off Jerry Stiller. 


What If God Were the 
Sun? 

Lifetime, TV-PG 

Then, technically, saying 
“Jesus, it's hot!” wouldn't 
be taking the Lord's name 
in vain. (Gena Rowlands 
and Lacey Chabert do their 
touchy-feely MOW best.) 


Tichina 
Arnold 
and 


iy 


Everybody Hates Chris 
The CW, TV-PG 

In this finale directed by 
Girlfriends exec producer 
Kelsey Grammer, Chris 
(Tyler James Williams) 
plots to get even with bully 
Caruso (Travis Flory). 

But revenge proves tricky, 
forcing Chris to seek help 
from the whole neighbor- 
hood (including creepy 
store clerk Todd Bridges) 
in order to execute the type 
of elaborate plan that only 
kids and coup leaders con- 
coct. It’s random and odd, 
but satisfying—kind of like 
a family sitcom that drops 
Banacek references and 
spins Public Enemy. B 
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Tuesday 5.1 5 


‘ . Mauzy and 
. Maroulis get 

ready for their 

close-ups. 


M INSIDE LOOK 
1:30-2:30pm 

The Bold and the Beautiful css 

“He’s like the rock & roll Ashton Kutcher,” says Ameri- 
can Idol season 4 alum Constantine Maroulis, without 
a hint of irony, of his two-week guest role on this soap. 
“| play Constantine Paris, an international rock star— 
which, of course, I’m not,” With past acting stints on 


melodrama was no stretch for Maroulis, whose 

sultry Idol gaze was even written into the script. “I 
laughed out loud [when | read] ‘Constantine gives her 
the look,” he chuckles. “Still, it’s a little easier doing it 
for [actress] MacKenzie [Mauzy] than Simon Cowell. 
Though he did call me 'smoldering.”” —Shirley Halperin 


ee ere eh nnn 


Wednesday 5.16 


a 
Natasha Season Finale 


8-8:30Pm 

According to Jim 
ABC, TV-PG-D 
Somebody's turning 50! 
You'll know him as the 
one behaving like he's 12. 


Season Finale 


9-10Pm 
SM PREVIEW Criminal Minds 
8-9pm CBS, TV-PG-LV 
America’s Next Top Remember Keith Carra- 
Model dine as the murderer in 


The CW, TV-14-L 
Be gone, season of no 


love with Amy Madigan? 
They're back. Yeah, both 


Broadway (Rent, The Wedding Singer), slapping on the 


8-11pm 

The 42nd Annual 
Academy of Country 
Music Awards 

CBS, TV-PG-L 

Reba McEntire hosts, Big 
& Rich are—huh? Sigh... 
lemme look. Okay, Kelly 
Clarkson and Carrie Under- 
wood perform. Sheesh, you 
and your Idol worship. 


9-10PmM 

Veronica Mars 

The CW, TV-PG-D 
Veronica gets a PI license! 
Which should help if they 
end up doing that fast- 
forward to adulthood, like 
them Internets speculate. 


9-10PmM 

House 

Fox, TV-14-DLV 

No, f'real, | swear. | couldn't 
make this up: A kid comes 
in with a chess injury. Not 
chest. Chess!!! He's gonna 
get his butt kicked for life! 


SEASON 
FINALE 


Thursday 5.17 


IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR 


9-10Pm 
Law & 
Order: 
Criminal 
Intent 
NBC, TV-14 
Tony Goldwyn (above) 
guests as Det. Goren’s 
brother. Yeah, those 
odd-but-still-hot genes 
must run in the family. 


Aaa 


9-10pm* 

Frontline: Spying on 
the Home Front 

PBS 

PBS makes you feel all 
warm and fuzzy about the 
feds’ penchant for spying 
On you... *check local listings 


10-11pm* 
Independent Lens: 
Sentenced Home 

PBS, TV-PG-L 

..but it's still better than 
being shipped out. Meet the 
deported. *check local listings 


Baby-mama 
drama: Braff 
and Banks 


‘consequences! Tossed in 
! apool in front of industry 
execs? No prob. Ask for 

| freebies at “go sees”? 

: Won't even mention it at 
| judging. Boo! We want 

‘ ourmannequins scolded! 
i Except Russian trophy 

' wife Natasha, who thinks 
' every critique translates 
| as “You're beautiful!” 

! That's aself-delusion 

t wecan rally behind. 
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of them—he really did love 
her. He's a killer, not a cad. 


Season Finale 
10-11Pm 

Medium 

NBC, TV-14-V 

Crossing Jordan (9 p.m.) 
may have a nifty plane- 
crash plot, but Medium 
has guests Jason Priestley 
and Neve Campbell, and 
we never really left 1994. 


9-10:01Pm 

Scrubs NBC, TV-14-LV 

Faked miscarriages, pillow talk, fat man with a bunny 
head—it’s all in this finale. What isn't? Closure. We 
start with J.D. (Zach Braff) wrestling with his con- 
science (personified by said portly gent resembling 
Thumper) over whether to forgive his still-pregnant 
ex (Elizabeth Banks) for pretending to have lost their 
baby. By the end, however, he’s in bed with engaged 
BFF Elliot (Sarah Chalke)...talking. Did they or didn’t 
they? Who does he pick? Can Elliot even think of 
wearing white? No idea. All we can tell you is one of 
the baby's middle names: Gilligan. B# —Adam B. Vary 


10-10:59Ppm 

Law & Order: SVU 
NBC, TV-14-LV 

Did a teen's pal kill him 
accidentally or on purpose? 
Well, let's go to the tape. 


10-11Ppm 

Work Out Reunion: 
Watch What Happens 
Bravo, TV-14 

Find out how everybody's 
dealing with Doug's death. 


10:01-11pm 

Boston Legal 

ABC 

Will Denise pop before Brad 
can make an honest woman 
of her? And doesn't such a 
scenario presume neither of 
“em was all that “honest”? 


T1PpM—-MIDNIGHT 

The Riches 

FX, TV-MA 

The one you missed Mon- 
day with Wayne's meth trip. 
Nice of them to re-air. (R) 


8-9pm 

Bob Barker: A 
Celebration of 50 
Years on Television 
CBS, TV-PG-L 

Bob gets his own Show- 
case Showdown...of love. 


Season Finale 
8-Spm 

Ugly Betty 

ABC 

Betty and Henry heat up, 
and stuff we don't care 
about happens at Mode. 


Season Finale, Part 2 
9-10Pm 

Supernatural 

The CW, TV-14-LV 

No spazzing, ‘kay? You 
promise? Dad's back. 


Season Finale 
9-10Ppm 

CsI 

CBS, TV-14-V 

More “miniature killer” ac- 
tion, and a CSI goes MIA. 


SONUIS ‘WOD'ZOVWISHIM/Y3YV3HS NHOP ‘NAMO1O9 'NOLNING ALNOW “T9ILNVIG AHL ONY 108 3HL 


NOISVH SIBHO 


LOPES: C_ PATTERSON/CAMERA PRESS/RETNA; SELLECK: CHRIS REAROON 


FARR: JOHN SCIULLI/WIREIMAGE. COM 


Friday 5.18 


eee see ee re ete e Seow eueseeee 


9-10PM 


A Dr. Phil Primetime 


Special: Caged? 
CBS 


Phil sits down with aman 


accused of keeping his 
9-year-old imprisoned in 
his room for three years. 


P 
! 10=11Pm 

' Gabon: The Last 

: Eden 

1 National Geographic 

| Like ruining your favorite 
' restaurant with a rave 
' review, the show high- 

| lights the Central African 


gem. Glenn Close narrates. 


SEASON FINALE 


10-11pm 
Numb3rs 
CBS, 
TV-14 
Megan 
(Diane Farr) returns! 
Now she and Larry can 
reignite the flame of 
their geek/fed love, 


| 


Saturday 5.19 


Eye-catching: 


sige. ealing doc on 
Law & Order i reerehch artist 
NBC, TV-14-DL =: 

NBC pressesits luck that 

guest turns by Jeffrey 


Tambor,Jeremy Sisto, 
and Harry Hamlin mean 
bigfatings, big ratings, no 
whammies! Stop! 


Flashback Friday! 
11-11:30Ppm 

The Henry Rollins 
Show 

IFC, TV-14-L 

Henry sits down with 
Joan Jett! For the first 
time we're forced to 
consider the possibility 
that Henry just might be 
cooler than us. 


9-Tlpm 

Last Days of Left Eye VH1 

Filmed during Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes’ spiritual retreat 
in Honduras in 2002, this doc chronicles the weeks 
leading up to the feisty TLC singer's death in an auto 
crash. Though Lopes self-reflects almost constantly, 
it’s quieter moments, like when she watches a coffin 
being made for a child accidentally hit by her car (days 
before her own passing), that are the most poignant. 
Still, nothing can prepare you for the truly haunting 
footage looming over this sentimental film: Lopes 
driving during her fateful car ride. B* —Nisha Gopalan 


Season Premiere 
MIDNIGHT-TAM 

Live at Gotham 
Comedy Central, TV-14-L 
Artie Lange hosts a group 
of newbies trying to make 
with the funny. 


SEASON = 
FINALE = 


9-9:30PmM 

Family Guy Fox, TV-14-DLS 

There's a long history of slap-and-tickle between EW 
and Family Guy (honestly, more slap than tickle). It 
continues tonight with Guy taking a well-aimed swipe 


For the rest of the episode—a spoof on Back to the 
Future with Peter repeatedly ruining his shot at happily 
ever after with Lois—the show racks up its usual (solid) 
tally of hits to misses. The hits? That deliciously creepy 
shot (above) of what Peter's kids will look like if he 
can't fix the past, and a callback to previous episodes 
that Guy fans will love. The miss? An excruciating Phil 
Hartman joke. It'll always be too soon to go there. B 
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at its favorite magazine in a joke we won't spoil for you. 


9-10:30pm* 

The Secret Life of 
Mrs. Beeton 

PBS, TV-PG 

TV movie on the 19th- 
century Martha Stewart. 
Only she couldn't actually 


cook. So it sorta makes her... 


the 19th-century Martha 
Stewart. *check local listings 


Season Finale 
9-10:02pm 

Desperate 
Housewives 

ABC 

We're cordially invited to a 
double wedding. We're not 
exactly sure whose, but 
who cares? Free food! 


9-10Pm 

The Sopranos 

HBO, TV-MA 

Tony's in for it: Phil rejects 
his compromise, his kid 
gets insulted, and at some 
point he's gonna realize he 
bankrolled Cleaver. 


9-10Pm 

Gene Simmons 
Family Jewels 

A&E, TV-14 

Early Memorial Day spesh: 
Gene sings for the troops. 


Season Finale 
10-11pm 

Blood Ties 

Lifetime, TV-14 

A psychic tells Vicki she's 
going to die! Which...yeah, 
isn't exactly a revelation. 


10-11Pm 

The Tudors 

Showtime, TV-MA-DLS 
The Pope sends a special 
envoy with an important 
message for Henry: Stick it. 


Season Finale 
10:02-10:59Pm 
Brothers & Sisters 
ABC 

Is Holly bearding Saul? 
Oops, bedding! | mean bed- 
ding. At least, | think | do. 


3:30-5:30Pm 
WNBA 

ABC 

Fab hair! Sterling moral 
fiber! Kiss-assy colum- 
nist who likes her job! 


4-8Ppm 

Jimmy Neutron: 
Genius, Sheenius, 
or Inbetweenius 
Nickelodeon, TV-Y 

Four hours at Nerd Alert, 
orange level. 


7-8Pm 

Act of Honor 

History, TV-PG-LV 

Doc on Marine Sgt. Rafael 
Peralta, an immigrant who 
died in the Iraq war. 


9-T1pm 

America’s Top 
Cowboy 

CMT, TV-PG 

What does the winner get 
besides chapped under his 
chaps? $50K. It's a living. 


8-10Ppm 

Jesse Stone: 

Sea Change 

CBS, TV-14 

Tom Selleck is back as 
boozy small-town police 
chief Jesse Stone, in the 
TV-movie series’ fourth 
installment. Bored and 
restless, Stone decides 
to delve into a twisty, 
12-year-old cold case, 
with deputy Kathy Baker 
(Picket Fences) as his 
comic-relief sidekick. The 
real mystery? Why CBS 
hasn't yet transformed 
Stone into a weekly series. 
B+ —Tanner Stransky 
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What can Bose do Tor your iPod’? 
Just listen. 


Audiobooks 


USA Today said the Bose® SoundDock® digital music 
system delivers ”...a powerful but clean full-frequency 
performance.” Forbes.com called the sound quality 
“excellent.” And Rolling Stone said, “This was the first 
serious iPod speaker system to hit the market...it still 
remains the benchmark, thanks to stellar, full-bodied 
sound and sleek trendsetting looks.” 


Just plug it in, insert your iPod? and turn it on. Hear your 
iTunes fill the room in rich, vivid detail. Advanced audio 
technologies developed by Bose make this sound 
possible. The award-winning SoundDock system also 
charges your iPod any time it’s docked and gives you con- 
trol over basic iPod functions through a handy remote. 


Compare the SoundDock system to any similar system 
out there. We believe you'll find no match for its unique 
combination of performance, elegance and simplicity. 


Call or visit our website to order or.learn more. 
And if you purchase yours before June 23, 2007, 
you'll save 10%. 


Hear what the 
SoundDock system can 
do for you. And hear 
why Bose is the most 
respected name 
in sound. 


Available in Black or White. 


Sou NdADock picitat music system 


Bose.com/Sounddock 1-877-644-2673, ext. 4094 


Better sound through researche 


©2007 Bose Corporation. SoundDock and the SoundDock product design are registered trademarks of Bose Corporation. The SoundDock® system requires iPod® with click wheel, iPod not included. iPod is a registered trademark of Apple, Inc., regis- 
tered in the U.S. and other countries, All other marks are registered trademarks of Bose Corporation. The 10% savings offer good April 29 — June 23, 2007; may not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases; and is subject 


ved. Broadcast by permission. 


out notice. Quotes reprinted with permission: Marc Saltzman, USA Today, 11/22/2004; Arik Hesseldahl, forbes.com, 10/20/2004; Review by Tom Samiljan from Rolling Stone, July 13-27, 2006. Copyright Rolling Stone LLC 2006. All 


vase To the list of America’s most 
| endangered professions— 
ARAM lighthouse keepers, Detroit 
autoworkers, record-store 
Minuteeto clerks—add rappers in rock 
Midnight | bands. Linkin Park certainly 
(Machine Shop/ | haven’t failed to notice the nii- 
Warner Bros.) | metal market withering since 
Hard Rock | their last multiplatinum album 
in’03. They probably read the 
self-pitying blog ramblings of Bizkit-turned-film- 
maker Fred Durst and thought: There but for the 
grace of God go we. A response to this crisis is ap- 
parent on Minutes to Midnight, their third studio 
disc. Before, Mike Shinoda rapped on nearly 
everything the band cut, sharing the limelight 
with singer Chester Bennington; here he throws 
down his mad rhyming skillz on a mere two num- 
bers. (As consolation, Shinoda sings lead ona 
third track and earns a co-producer credit...but it’s 
still marginalizing for a guy who rapped his way 
almost to the top of the Hot 100 last year with 
“Where'd You Go,” from side project Fort Minor.) 
So who’s the pied piper leading Linkin away 
from rap-rock? Ironically, it’s co-producer Rick 
Rubin, the man who presided over the hybrid’s in- 
vention. Whether he offered any game plan for re- 
placing the missing elements, though, isn’t clear. 
Amid the stabs at growth, every new effect sounds 
borrowed. The electronic pulse that opens “Shad- 


Breaking 
The Habit 


Giving up rap-rock cold turkey 


Midnight 
cowboys: 
Linkin Park 


ow of the Day” sounds like an ancient NIN loop; 
then the song turns into their “With or Without 
You,” gradually adding elements—a snare, 
strings—in a wan attempt at anthemic momen- 
tum. The piano intro to “What I’ve Done”...where 
have we heard that before? Oh, yeah: It sounds 
like the theme from Halloween. (Maybe they'll get 
a hit ringtone out of it—John Carpenter did.) 
Bennington still has a rare gift for screaming 
and hitting recognizable notes at the same time. 
He manages some impressive bellowing on the 
handful of Metallica-flavored barn burners, 
especially on “Given Up,” where he yowls “Put me 
out of my f---ing misery!”—holding that last 
“eeeeeee!” for 17 seconds. (Yes, we timed it.) More 
often, though, he uses what a parent would call his 
“inside voice,” softly crooning about how a “shad- 
ow of the day will embrace the world in gray” or 
how his “insides all turn to ash, so slow.” Without 
Shinoda to interrupt, Bennington is forced all the 
more to be his own egocentric, emo-centric foil. 
Now, guess what the best cuts are. Yep: the two 
where Shinoda gets his spoken word on—namely 
“Bleed It Out,” the most viscerally exciting thing 
the band has ever done; here, his rant provokes 
them into picking up the pace, not slackening it. 
We're no Rick Rubin, but some advice: Next time, 
guys, embrace your outmoded identity, throw 
cred or caution to the wind, and let your rap-rock 
freak flag fly. >DOWNLOAD THIS: “Bleed It Out” 


appears to be the wrong 
treatment for Linkin Park. 
BY CHRIS WILLMAN 
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Wilco 
Sky Blue Sky 
(Nonesuch) 
Rock 


Jeff Tweedy has had a lot 
on his shoulders lately: ad- 
diction, rehab, and the lofty 
expectations that come 
with each Wilco album. It's 
no surprise then that he 
and the band have gone 
back to basics, ditching the | 
sonic tinsel of Yankee Hotel | 
Foxtrot and the minimalism | 
of A Ghost Is Born for the 
haunting beauty of a slide 
guitar. His voice is the 

star, though. In “Either 
Way” and “Impossible 
Germany,” he sounds like a 
bicentennial-era Don Hen- 
ley—raspy, rich, and right in 
the happy zone. This may 
be the best Eagles album 
the Eagles never made. A— 
—Chris Nashawaty 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Side With the Seeds” 


The Boy With No Name 
(Epic) 
Britpop 


Before Coldplay and Keane, 
Glasgow's Travis, with the 
success of 2001's “Sing,” 
helped popularize the 
piano-led sound from the 
other side of the pond. But 
as the years went by (sans 
U.S. radio hit), the band 
would increasingly be mis- 
taken for disciples rather 
than founders of the scene. 
Ironically, five albums in, 
they're playing catch-up, 
choosing more elaborate 
arrangements (complete 
with strings and glorious 
guitars) over structured 
potential singles. The loose | 
vibe works, but unlike 

“Sing,” humming along 

won't come naturally. B= 
—Shirley Halperin 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

“Selfish Jean” 
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Kimberley Locke 
Based ona True Story 
(Curb) 

Pop 


On her sophomore outing, 
American Idol survivor— 
and current Celebrity Fit 
Club contestant—Locke 
is unshackled by the con- 
straints of genre. She's as 
much at home with a 
cathartic country ballad 
(“Change”) as she is with 
a lurching rocker (“Any 
Which Way”), a reverent 
cover of a chestnut (“Band 
of Gold"), or an Oprah- 
ready anthem of gratitude 
(“Everyday Angels”). But 
stylistic variety means 
little if it isn't accompa- 
nied by memorable per- 
formances, and K. Lo 
fails to inject personality 
into these songs. G 
—Jonathan Bernstein 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Any Which Way” 


JOHN ANDERSON! 


y 


v 
John Anderson 
Easy Money 
(Raybaw/Warner Bros.) 
Country 


Anderson's duetted on 
seemingly every other 
country CD this past year, 
leading kids to ask: Who's 
that cool guy with the frog 
in his throat? An over- 
looked legend who can lay 
claim to one of the all-time 
jukebox perennials (1983's 
“Swingin’”), back with 11 
tracks equally deserving of 
an empty change purse. 
Producer/acolyte John 
Rich lets loose the Big & 
Rich rock-band-with- 
sawing-fiddle approach on 
a few tunes, while the tear- 
in-your-beer ballads stay 
rooted in a time before Bud 
Light. Career reclamations 
don't come much worthier. 
B+—CWw 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Brown Liquor” 


Gretchen Wilson 
One of the Boys 
(Columbia Nashville) 
Country 


“| know | don’t act much 
like a lady/But | still need 
to be somebody's baby,” 
Wilson sings on the title 
track, establishing that 
some gender differences 
remain sacred even when 
the cussing and tobacco 
chewing are coed. Not as 
perfect as her 2004 debut 
(what could be?), but a 
step up from its follow-up, 
Boys neatly balances the 
makeup-sex sensitivity of 
“Come to Bed” with the 
after-hours rowdiness of 
“There Goes the Neighbor- 
hood.” Peak skirmish-of- 
the-sexes moment: “If You 
Want a Mother,” which hi- 
lariously cracks the whip on 
a babied lover. B* —CW 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 

“If You Want a Mother” 


Rufus 
Wainwright 
Release the Stars 
(Geffen) 

Pop 


Last summer, in a rave- 
reviewed show, Wainwright 
channeled Judy Garland at 
Carnegie Hall, and now he's 
writing an opera. His ambi- 
tions, it seems, are increas- 
ingly outsize, and on Stars, 
his fifth studio album, 

it feels like a mere pop al- 
bum can't contain him. 
Alas, adorned with more 
strings, horns, choirs, and 
piccolo flute (!) than ever, 
his melodies—and what 
melodies they are—are 
drowned out by the bom- 
bast (see: the syrupy 
“Nobody's Off the Hook”). 
But he still yearns more 
beautifully than anyone. 
B+ —Gregory Kirschling 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Sanssouci” 
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NE-YO 
So far, he has a 
perfect record: 
Ne-Yo's secand 
CD, which moved 
251K copies, is 
also his second\to 
bow at No. 1. 


THE TOP 20 \ 
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NE-YO Because of You, Def Jam 


MICHAEL BUBLE 
Call Me Irresponsible, Reprise 


© Break out the bubbly: Bublé sold 
212K, way up from his previous first- 
week best of 93K. That gig filling in 
for Tony Bennett on ‘Idol’ proved a 
serendipitous way to sell standards. 


RUSH Snokes & Arrows, Atlantic 


© The surprisingly irrepressible Rush 
debuted with 93K. Come and Geddy! 


AVRIL LAVIGNE The Best Damn Thing, RCA 


TORI AMOS American Girl Posse, Epic 


© Tori’s posse bought 53K albums, 
down from her last one’s 82K bow. 


MIRANDA LAMBERT 
Crazy Ex-Girlfriend, Columbia 


© Lambert and Blake Shelton are an 
item, and admittedly competitive 
about their CDs coming out the same 
day. She won this country battle of the 
sexes, with 53K to his 48K—but they 
both beat their previous opening tal- 
lies (40K and 39K, respectively). 


DAUGHTRY Daughtry, RCA 


Ne-yo Breas 


LAST WEEK 


WEEKS 
CHART 


BLAKE SHELTON Pure BS. Warner Nashville 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
NOW That's What ! Call Music! Vol. 24, Capitol 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD 
Some Hearts, Arista Nashville 


AKON Konvicted, SRC/Universal 
NINE INCH NAILS Year Zero, Interscope 


AMY WINEHOUSE 
Back to Black, Universal Republic 


JOE Ain't Nothin’ Like Me, Jive 


TIM McGRAW Let It Go, Curb 


FEIST The Reminder, Cherrytree/Interscope 


ROBIN THICKE 
The Evolution of Robin Thicke, Interscope 


FERGIE The Dutchess, Interscope 


MARTINA McBRIDE 
Waking Up Laughing, RCA Nashville 


=, 
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BEYONCE B ‘Day, Music World/Columbia 


15 


1 


24 


35 


(62007 VNU BUSINESS MEDIA, INC/NIELSEN SOUNDSCAN, USED WITH PERMISSION FROM BILLBOARD, MAY 19, 2007 


ONLINE EXCLUSIVES! For more of this week's essential album reviews, go to ew.com/music 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE BEST INDIE FILMS 


Available at Music/DVD Locations 


BARNEScNOBLE 


www.bn.com 


ee 5 
COUECTORS SERIES | = 
WidDEtesCREEN i 


ROBIN MATT BEN MINNIE | 
WILLIAMS DAMON AFFLECK DRIVER 


© Brena Visto Home Entertcinmest, bec. 


COLLECTOR’S SERIES 
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It’s become something of a lit- 
erary sport, trying to capture 
9/11 in a novel. Over the last six 
years, writers great and small 
have hurled their harpoons at 


Falling Man that whale of a subject, with 
DonDeLillo | vesults ranging from interest- 
Novel | ingtoabsurd. No one has come 


as close to piercing its heart as 
Don DeLillo with Falling Man, his best book since 
1997’s Underworld, and maybe his warmest ever. 
Fear not, fans: It’s still mighty wintry. Keith 
Neudecker, a 39-year-old Manhattan lawyer, 
escapes the burning towers and reflexively 
heads back to the apartment he once shared 
with his estranged wife, Lianne, and their son, 
Justin. Keith does not explain his return to the 
“extended grimness called their marriage,” and 
Lianne does not demand explanation. They are, 
after all, DeLillo characters, and speak in short- 
hand when they speak at all: “They talked about 
events. They talked about what everyone was talk- 
ing about.” Keith’s reentry is just part of the vertigi- 
nous unreality of the weeks after the attacks, which 
DeLillo’s cool prose both embodies and describes. 
The novel unfolds in oblique episodes that show 
this family erratically processing the tragedy. 
Lianne’s imperious art-historian mother, Nina, 
announces: “I want to sit in my armchair and read 
my Europeans.” Then Nina begins a terminal ar- 


Author DeLillo 


gument with her lover, a leftist prone to comments 


like “We're all sick of America and Americans.” 
Lianne physically assaults a downstairs neighbor 
who keeps playing Middle Eastern music. Justin 
and his friends develop a game involving a shady 
character named Bill Lawton whom all the adults 
seem to be talking about. And Keith, restless by 
nature, settles into the rhythms of family life, walk- 
ing Justin to school and tossing around a baseball. 
“This is where he wanted to be, outside the tide of 
voices and faces, God and country, sitting alone in 
still rooms, with those nearby who mattered.” 

On this feel-good note, a lesser novelist 
would end a 9/11 novel. But DeLillo’s charac- 
ters continue to drift for years, their feelings 
and alliances unpredictably shifting as the 

catastrophe worms its way through their psy- 

ches. In several interludes, DeLillo enters the 
world of Hammad, a pudgy Islamic terrorist who 
admires both the “genius” of Mohamed Atta and 
the checkout girls at a Florida supermarket. Com- 
pared with the Neudeckers, Hammad remains a 
shallow and artificial creation—until his story in- 
tersects with Keith’s in the shattering conclusion. 

So what does DeLillo have to tell us about 9/11? 
Nothing. And everything. Early in the novel, 
Lianne studies two haunting still lifes on her moth- 
er’s wall and resists the impulse to overinterpret: 
“Let the latent meanings turn and bend in the 
wind, free from authoritative comment.” Amen. A 


7 Falling’ 
ve Awake 


Don DeLillo’s eye-openingly 
ambitious novel portrays a 
Manhattan man post-9/11. 
BY JENNIFER REESE 
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+ In addition to his 
14 novels, DeLillo 
wrote the screenplay 
for Game 6. In helmer 
Michael Hoffman’s 
*06 indie, Michael 
Keaton (above) stars 
as a playwright/Red 
Sox fan who skips 
the opening night of 
his own show to 
watch the climactic 
game of the 1986 
World Series. 


Grit Large 


In Lee Child's new thriller, hard- 
nosed hero Jack Reacher returns. 
BY KEN TUCKER 


Lee Child’s Jack Reacher 

novels—tightly coiled thrillers 
about an ex-military cop who 
metes out lone-wolf justice— 
would be ridiculous revenge 
scenarios were the plots not so 


and Trouble | briskly convincing, the prose 
LeeChild | so artfully direct, and the ac- 
Thriller | tionso satisfyingly blunt. Un- 


til now, they’ve all been pretty 
similar: Reacher encounters someone in trouble, 
decides he can’t turn his back ona civilian in 
need, and applies his brain and brawn. Bad Luck 
and Trouble is different; in an apt but trite phrase 
Child would never use, this time it’s personal. 

Someone is killing the former members of 
Reacher’s old Army unit (its unofficial motto: 
“You do not mess with the special investigators”). 
He reteams with the remaining members to fig- 
ure out who’s doing the killing and why. Over the 
course of the book, Reacher does some rare self- 
analysis, questioning his choices in life as he sees 
his old comrades’ varying degrees of personal 
and professional success. 

But Child never overdoes it: We fans really 
don’t want too much knowledge of Reacher’s 
motives. New readers won’t be put off either— 
the book works as aslam-bang yarn filled with 
Child’s usual terse life-and-death lessons. (Ifyou 
want to find out how to fell an enemy with a blow 
to the throat, go to page 200.) Turns out, even when 
Reacher gets personal, he never gets mushy. A= 


Child stays 
within 
Reacher 
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Sheer Abandon 


Penny Vincenzi 
Novel 


Like the classic 
guilty pleasure 
Lace, Vincenzi's 
book follows 
three friends, 
one of whom secretly gave 
birth to a girl—now a beau- 
tiful teen—who comes 
looking for her mom. Which 
one abandoned a newborn 
at Heathrow 20-some 
years ago—Martha, the 
cool, smooth lawyer now 
dabbling in politics? Clio, a 
doctor caught in a loveless 
marriage? Or Jocasta, the 
brash, enterprising reporter? 
Abandon lacks the delicate 
detail and pacing that 
marked Vincenzi's fabu- 
lous trilogy about the Lyt- 
tons, a British publishing 
dynasty, but it's a satisfy- 
ing beach read nonethe- 
less: delightfully long and 
packed with intrigue, sex, 
and a distinctly British 
nastiness. B —Tina Jordan 


Invisible Prey 
John Sandford 


Thriller 


This crackling 
addition to 
Sandford's 
Prey series 
finds detective 
Lucas Davenport investi- 
gating the murder of a Min- 
nesota grande dame during 
a home-invasion robbery. 

As Davenport uncovers a 
link between the killing and 
a conspiracy to sell rare 
antiques, he juggles a sep- 
arate investigation into a 
smarmy politician suspect- 
ed of statutory rape. Even- 
tually, the two cases collide. 
This installment introduces 
a trio of such vivid new 
villains—one emaciated 
scoundrel is described as 
“a Manga cartoon charac- 
ter when the crime boss 
fetches her out of the dun- 
geon"—that the normally 
charismatic Davenport 
actually seems dull in com- 
parison, B* —Paul Katz 


Prisoner of 
Tehran 
Marina Nemat 


Memoir 


= At 16, Nemat 
was arrested by 
i. two of Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini’s 
Mi soldiers. It was 
1982, the height of the 
Iranian revolution. A devout 
Christian, she was deemed 
“a danger to Islamic society" 
for demanding that govern- 
ment propaganda be kept 
out of the classroom. 
Thrown in prison, she was 
beaten and sentenced to 
death, and most certainly 
would have been executed 
had one of her interrogators 
not spared her life—on the 
condition that she convert 
to Islam and marry him. Told 
in a simple, unsentimental 
style, Prisoner of Tehran is 
an extraordinary story of 
survival and how one woman 
finally found inner peace 
through the written word, 
A=-—WMissy Schwartz 


The Sea Lady 
Margaret Drabble 
Novel 


Ailsa Kelman 
and Humphrey 
Clark, both in 
their 60s, re- 
turn separately 
to Ornemouth on the North 
Sea, where they met as 
children before crashing 
through a catastrophic 
marriage in 1960s London. 
Ailsa has become a 
celebrity feminist scholar, 
Humphrey a noted marine 
biologist. The occasion for 
their meeting is a univer- 
sity ceremony, where they 
both receive an honorary 
degree. As Ailsa and 
Humphrey each travel 
north, they revisit their re- 
spective pasts, resplendent 
with memories of their pas- 
sions and the ever-present 
sea. Drabble is adept at 
lyric metaphor as well as 
social satire; in Lady, she 
manages to be both lavish 
and droll. A= —Karen Karbo 


The Religion 
Tim Willocks 


Novel 


In the summer 
of 1565, the 
Ottoman army 
of Suleiman 
the Magnifi- 
cent lays siege to Malta. 
Enter Mattias Tannhauser, 
a lusty Teuton with divid- 
ed loyalties and snug 
leather breeches. Willocks 
places his hero in one of 
history's great bloodbaths, 
gives him a brawny side- 
kick, two damsels in vari- 
ous degrees of distress, 
and a cunning nemesis, 
then lets the adventure 
flow. It's a rollicking story, 
but largely undone by ro- 
mance clichés and showy, 
faux-historical writing, an 
argot so belabored as to 
bespeak BS. For over 600 
pages, Willocks reads his- 
tory for thrills and retells it 
as fantasy—bawdy and 
unremittingly cornball. 
C+ —Thomas Hayden 


The Clarks of 
Cooperstown 
Nicholas Fox Weber 
Nonfiction 
voce Weber immor- 
ri talizes New 
York's quirky 
Clark dynasty, 
whose pre- 


WWI fortune was spun 
from patriarch Edward's 
Singer sewing machine 
firm. The clan was con- 
sumed by decades-long 
feuds and an obsession 
with art (son Stephen 
helped found NYC's 
Museum of Modern Art). 
The anecdotes are sala- 
cious, particularly one 
concerning the vulgar sex- 
ual preferences of a family 
friend, sculptor George 
Barnard. Meanwhile, 
charismatic Sterling—with 
his reckless spending, 
horseback riding, and mil- 
itary adventures in China— 
could have stepped out of 
a page-turning historical 
novel. A= —Karen Leigh 
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The Perfect 
Summer 
Juliet Nicolson 
Nonfiction 


Tho In this sparkling 
glee. social history, 
Nicolson revis- 
its the balmy 
British summer 
of 19171, when 
the rich went 
to the beach 
and the Ballets Russes; 
the working class went on 
strike; and everyone en- 
joyed the last moments of 
peace before World War |. 
Nicolson, the granddaugh- 
ter of Vita Sackville-West, 
relates the experiences of 
a broad and colorful cast, 
including her grandma's 
pal Virginia Woolf; the 
shy, newly crowned Queen 
Mary; poet Siegfried Sas- 
soon; a spoiled debutante; 
and a butler who wrote a 
best-selling backstairs 
tell-all. Witty, dishy, and 
smart, this book is perfect 
summer reading. A—JR 


Rethinking Thin 
Gina Kolata 
Science 


™- If you're over- 
==, weight, it's 
probably ge- 
B28 netic—and you 
“= may never be 
able to shed the pounds. 
That's the grim news that 
New York Times science re- 
porter Kolata delivers in this 
information-packed but—| 
hate to say it—boring book. 
She juxtaposes a history 
of dieting against a look at 
the latest science, focusing 
on the participants in an 
eye-opening study that 
compared a traditional low- 
calorie diet with the Atkins 
plan. She clearly spent a 
great deal of time with these 
people, and their stories are 
compelling, even heartrend- 
ing; most have struggled 
with obesity their entire 
lives. Yet even their stories, 
bright spots in the book, 
cannot enliven Kolata's flat, 
plodding prose. C+ —TJ 


MVP 
James Boice 
Novel 
PAPERBACK 


Basketball star 
Gilbert Marcus, 
the refined son 
of an ex-jock, 
enters the pros 
straight from high school, 
gets a rival teammate trad- 
ed after three straight titles, 
and is accused of a violent 
crime while committing 
adultery. Sound familiar? 
MVP is a brutally incisive 
roman a clef. Boice may 
not be an insider, but he 
seems to have opinions 
about Kobe Bryant. His jar- 
ting stream-of-conscious- 
ness prose clicks once you 
realize he's given his nar- 
cissistic protagonist the 
deranged neuroses of a 
Bret Easton Ellis character. 
His portrait of Marcus is a 
frightening trip through the 
misogynistic, homophobic 
mind of a professional ath- 
lete. A— —Jeff Labrecque 


Feasts of Burden 


In three new books, authors chronicle a year of modified meals 


AAIMAL, 


ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MIRACLE 


THE CHARTS 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


FICTION TOP 10 


SIMPLE 
GENIUS 


Who says 13 is un- 
lucky? David Baldacci's 
thriller Simple Genius is 
his 13th consecutive 
novel to become a New 
York Times best-seller. 


SIMPLE GENIUS David Baldacci 


© Knocking J.R.R. Tolkien’s elfin juggernaut 
‘The Children of Hurin’ from the top spot, 
Baldacci’s nail-biter focuses on private inves- 
tigators Sean King and Michelle Maxwell, the 
heroes of the author’s previous No. 1 best-sellers 
‘Split Second’ and ‘Hour Game.’ 


— - 


THE CHILDREN OF HURIN J.R.R. Tolkien 


THE WOODS Harlan Coben 


THE GOOD HUSBAND OF ZEBRA DRIVE 
Alexander McCall Smith 


BODY SURFING Anita Shreve ; 1 


© Shreve returns to the chart with her 12th 
novel—about a young divorcée and widow 
who’s wooed one summer by two brothers. 


| HEARD THAT SONG BEFORE Mary Higgins Clark 4 


NINETEEN MINUTES Jodi Picoult 


BACK ON BLOSSOM STREET Debbie Macomber 


© Macomber was in full bloom this week. In 
addition to ‘Blossom Street’ hitting the hard- 
cover chart, her ‘Susannah’s Garden’ debuts 
at No. 2 on the mass-market paperback list. 


FRESH DISASTERS Stuart Woods 


VaGETARLE; 
MNOLE 


BAROAR A 
NINGSOLV EH 


Barbara Kingsolver with Steven L. Hopp and Camille Kingsolver 

The novelist's decision to “step off the nonsustainable food grid" 
coincides with her family’s move to an Appalachian farm. Biggest 
Setback When daughter Camille is desperate for fresh fruit, all 

there is to be had is rhubarb. Lowdown Though it's loaded with 
terrific information about everything from growth hormones to farm 
subsidies, Kingsolver's book borders on the sanctimonious. B= —TJ 
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PLENTY 

Alisa Smith and J.B. MacKinnon Looking for “ways to live more 
lightly in an increasingly crowded and raggedy-assed world,” the 
authors spend a year eating food originating within 100 miles of 
their Vancouver apartment. Biggest Setback The pair buys wheat 
to make bread, but while separating the berries from the chaff they 
discover it's riddled with mouse turds. Lowdown Light and funny, 
marred only by the his-and-hers chapter construction. B+ —TU 


DINNER WITH DAD 

Cameron Stracher A hyperachieving lawyer voluntarily reduces 
billable hours in order to cook and dine with his family for an 
entire school year. Biggest Setback Domestic reentry thwarted 
when finicky kids won't touch his kitchen creations and wife 
complains of “too much togetherness.” Lowdown Stracher de- 
picts his fatherly frustrations honestly, but a year is a long time to 
be a guest at someone else's dinner table. B= —Warren Cohen 


THE RIVER KNOWS Amanda Quick 


3) ©6THE SECRET Rhonda Byrne vy 
<= 
2 EINSTEIN: HIS LIFE AND UNIVERSE Walter!saacson 3 
3 WHERE HAVE ALL THE LEADERS GONE? 2 
Lee lacocca 
Cy) ©THE LOVED DOG Tamar Geller with Andrea Cagan 1 
DO YOU! Russell Simmons with Chris Morrow ] 
© Hip-hop impresario Russell Simmons 
enters the final frontier for business moguls— 
writing a self-help business guide, then 
promoting it on a touted episode of ‘Oprah’ 
(3) THE WEIGHT LOSS CURE “THEY” DON'T WANT 4 
YOU TO KNOW ABOUT Kevin Trudeau 
7 ALONG WAY GONE Ishmael Beah a] 
8 PAULA DEEN: IT AIN'T ALL ABOUT THE COOKIN’ 3 
Paula Deen with Sherry Suib Cohen 
9 WOMEN & MONEY Suze Orman 9 
ule) EVERYDAY PASTA Giada De Laurentiis 4 


SOURCE: PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, WEEK OF APRIL 24-30, 2007 
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New Capri Sun 64 oz. Family Size. 
In Fruit Punch, Wild Cherry and Strawberry Kiwi. 
More Liquid. More Cool. 


Ashebain 
mid-—jungle jam 


ALLAHAN/LFI 


REBECCA LYON: 


ASHEBA 


ims ih 


Creature Comforts 


By dipping into the world-music reservoir, this bouncy 
bestiary is a kid-tune treat. BY MICHAEL BERICK 


+ The Wee Hairy 
Beasties’ Jon 
Langford isn’t your 


typical kids’ musician. 
A founding member 
of agit-punkers 

the Mekons and 
alternative country- 
rockers the Waco 
Brothers, Langford 
is also an accom- 
plished painter. 


If the mere humming of 
“Ttsy-Bitsy Spider” induces a 
Various Artists | huge eye roll in your house, it 
(CD, Putumayo | maybe time to up the culture 
Kids) | quotient on your music col- 
Ages 2-10 | lection. And there’s no better 
~~ way to do it than with Putu- 
mayo Kids’ latest offering, Animal Playground, 
a lively grab bag of critter-related tracks from 
Australia to the Netherlands that once again 
showcases the world-music label’s strengths. 

The discs in Putumayo’s Playground series 
typically concentrate on a specific region 
(France, New Orleans) or style (folk, reggae), 
but this 13-song set knows no musical borders, 
hopping playfully from the Chicago-based Wee 
Hairy Beasties’ punny ditty “Animal Crackers” 
to the hip-shaking Surinamese rhythms of 
Samba Salad’s “Bigi Kaiman.” 

The one-world musical approach reaps other 
rewards, too, with several well-loved songs receiv- 
ing international makeovers. Asheba brings a de- 
lightful Caribbean flavor to “No More Monkeys,” 
while “Mbube” is Ladysmith Black Mambazo’s 
popular rendition of “The Lion Sleeps Tonight.” 

But what's really fun is seeing kids discover 
that familiar melodies can come with a twist: 
What is it about Quartetto Cetra’s “Nella Vecchia 
Fattoria” that rings a bell? Ah, yes, it’s “Old Mac- 
Donald Had a Farm”—in Italian. Just one of the 
great musical treats on Animal Playground. 


Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
Disney Channel 
Ages 2-5 


Purists may balk at a CG 
Pooh, and a new charac- 
ter—a girl, no less—in the 
Hundred Acre Wood does 
take some getting used to. 
While this updated Pooh is 
undeniably jazzier than its 
predecessors, inviting view- 
ers to “Think, Think, Think” 
(as the snappy song goes) 
about answers to questions 
posed, the simple, gentle 
stories about friendship 
and solving mysteries, not 
to mention the familiar 
voice of 20-year Pooh vet 
Jim Cummings, are all still 
there, B+ —Eileen Clarke 


By Steve Parker 
Ages 12 and up 


For kids interested in bod- 
ies and how they work— 
and who aren't ready to 
dig into Grey's Anatomy— 
there's no better reference 
than this vividly illustrated 
book, which is divided into 
different systems (ner- 
vous, respiratory, etc.) and 
loaded with straightfor- 
ward text and excellent 
photos (ugh, so that's 
what impetigo looks 
like...). What's especially 
stunning are the dia- 
grams—the page showing 
how muscles contract and 
how they work together is 
just terrific. A—TJ 


By Eric Schlosser and 
Charles Wilson 
Ages 12 and up 


The subtitle—Everything 
You Don't Want to Know 
About Fast Food—pretty 
much says it all. Now that 
it's out in paperback, this 
investigative thriller should 
find its target audience: 
teens. “This is an industry 
that both feeds and feeds 
off the young,” say Wilson 
and Schlosser (author of 
Fast Food Nation). Their 
descriptions of slaughter- 
houses, poorly treated 
workers, and scary chemical 
additives might just stop 
a kid—or a parent—from 
ordering that next Big 
Mac. A —Tina Jordan 
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ENGAGED 


‘. By Dalton Ross 


For a weekly, expanded version of The Glutton, or to 
talk back to Dalton, go to ew.com/glutton 


reviously on...The Glutton Dalton campaigns for a 19-time Oscar 
loser, reveals himself to be a sci-fi dork, and admits to going to 
rock concerts all by himself. And now, this week on... The Glutton. 
I became fascinated by the “Previously on...” montages that 
precede episodes as part of my love-to-hate relationship with The 
L Word. Now, I don’t have a stopwatch, but I’d venture to guess that 
approximately half of each hour-long L Word episode is a re- 
hash. When you keep up onashow, these things are a colossal 
waste of time, but how good are these recaps at drawing in 
new fans? To find out, I decided to test-drive a few on pro- 
grams that I had always purposely avoided. 

Previously on...Ghost Whisperer The “Previously on...” for Ghost 
Whisperer begins exactly how one would expect: with an un- 
apologetic shot of Jennifer Love Hewitt’s mind-numbing 
cleavage. (Unfortunately, gratuitous cleavage shot No. 2 is cov- 
ered by a poorly timed “available in HD” banner, although I 
have no doubt whatsoever that HD and Jennifer Love Hewitt’s 


ing slogans like “That’s easy, breezy, beautiful” on 
the streets of Sydney. Where are all the divas? The 
catfights? The unfounded accusations of bulimia? 
These models seem way too adjusted for my taste. C= 
Previously on...Grey’s Anatomy I always wrote off 
this show as asex-obsessed soap masking itself as a 
serious medical drama. Let’s see if the “Previously 
on...” can prove me wrong. Hmmm...well, here are 
two doctors (I think one is McDreamy, or McSteamy, 
or McSomethingOr Other) ripping off their lab coats 
while getting it on in a hospital. That’s followed by 
one of the other McStuds half-naked in bed with a 
woman, which is followed by Katherine Heigl and 
T.R. Knight sucking face in their bed. Finally, we 
come full circle with McSomethingOrOther blow- 
ing off some chick he just slept with, informing her, 
“You're not my girlfriend.” Obviously, I was mis- 
taken. This is a very serious medical drama. C+ 

Previously on...The Unit This recap revolves around 
aguy givingabracelet to his married girlfriend. Even- 
tually the bracelet gets back to the husband, who 
mustbe abadass because he wears a Triumph T-shirt 
and beats the snot out of some bikers. Just one ques- 
tion: Isn’t this supposed tobe, like, a military show? 
Shouldn’t someone be rocking a little camouflage? 
Can I get alittle “Sir, yes, sir!” at the very 
least? Even on Grey’s Anatomy they both- 
ertoslip onauniform once inawhile. B= 
Previously on...One Tree Hill Oh my God, 
One Tree Hill is the best show ever! At 
least judging from this 40-second clip. 
First, some blond girl tackles a brunette 
down on the ground while yelling, “You 
made fun of my mom’s death!” (I don’t 
really get that, but I don’t care.) But wait, 
she’s not done. Then blondie tells her, 
“She’s dead, and as far as I’m concerned, 
so are you.” (Excellent!) And then she goes 


ample bosoms go beautifully together.) There’s something . and punches her in the face at a party. 
about a rival ghost whisperer, but in between J. Love’s twins IS the best (More excellent!) Chad Michael Murray 
and the appearance of Jay Mohr (he still works?), I am far too show ever! eventually shows up to do some seriously 
distracted to follow it. I’m pretty sure it doesn’t matter. B+ Atleast awesome brooding, and finally, a preppy 
Previously on...America’s Next Top Model Last time I checked in judging Boy wnalog sks Ce ee 


i : 7 but is not Chad Michael Murray smiles 
on this show a few years back, some crazy woman was yelling, from this and punches the blond girl in es Price: 


“Bitch poured beer on my weave!” so I had high hopes for this 40-second And...scene. Where has this show beenall 
“Previously on...” Instead, all I got were fashionistas sling- clip.” my life? Utterly spectacular! At++ 


T hy E F ] V E The Five Most Embarrassing Projects to Star a Former Cast Member of ‘Saved by the Bell’ 


1. Mark-Paul 2. Mario Lopez : 3. Elizabeth Berkley 4. Dennis Haskins 5. Dustin Diamond 
Gosselaar in Pet Star | in Showgirls in Tangy Guacamole in Celebrity Boxing 2 
in Atomic Twister Post-Bell and pre-Dancing, The film in which the for- Tangy Guacamole? Mr. Screech lacing up the gloves 
Note to aspiring actors: Lopez occupied himself by mer Jessie Spano takes | Belding should give himself probably should rate higher, 
Try to avoid = introducing a stock of her detention for but in his de- 

movies with pig that could life and con- starring in fense, he did 
Olympian raise an Am- cludes that this (and as \ thoroughly 
Carl Lewis erican flag. “| like having “Toss Honey- kick Hor- 

in them. USA! USA! nice t--s." cut," no less). | shack's ass. 
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What happens when you design a hotel 
where prime time Is family time? 


The Hyatt Touch’ within everyone’s reach. Inside you'l'find everything the family @ 

on the go could want. Like spacious rooms with a‘Cozy Corner sofa sleeper and oo 

42" flat-panel HDTV, plus amenities such as a pool and complimentary continental 

breakfast. So family time becomes the best time it can be. Discover for yourself Hy VA T T 


Introducing Hyatt Place’ A new kind of hotel that puts style, innovation and : o. 


how perfectly a hotel can fit your lifestyle. Hyatt Place. it’s so you. 


PLACE” 
Call 888 HYATT HP (888 492 8847) or visit hyattplace.com. 


